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Foreword

This handbook is designed to help you understareMidland Academy Upper Schoo
No part of this curriculum guide is to be constrasda contract. This handbook is only a
summary of the program and highlights particul@aar This catalogue is presented as a
statement of institutional programming and not pbé offerings.

We urge you to review the contents of this handbddle Midland Academy is a
program with high expectations. Students are expett excel in various disciplines with
enthusiasm. The enthusiasm of our school is reftect the support of our students, parents,
friends and community.

These policies, rules and regulations have beetewrio promote harmony and safety
our school community, allowing us to focus on thde@tional process. Current Midland
Academy high school students have the option afesting to have their current graduation

requirements grandfathered, or to choose to atieptéw graduation requirements stated in this
curriculum guide. Revised graduation requiremestime effective for the high school enterfng

class of 2007/08 school year. The policies, rutesragulations of the school are subject to
change by the administration and the board of Toadamy.

Welcome
The Midland Academy, chartered through Central Njah University, is available to

the children of any Michigan resident. The schaolpes a family atmosphere and a nurturir|]g
a

environment by embracing all grades (K-12). Thalgreontinuity enables students to grow i
stable setting, with guiding principles and keywes consistently reinforced through the
collaboration of home and school.

The Academy offers a challenging academic progratim an advanced and expanded
curriculum. Students are known for accepting cimgiéss. Beyond academics, enrichment is

provided through such offerings as visual and perifiog arts, athletics, school-sponsored tripp

and community involvement. Parental participati®m ivital link in the success of our school

nd

is encouraged through our formal Parent Partner3tig Academy also builds such life-skills ps
responsibility, proper social behavior and decisitaking. Students experience the rewards gnd

self-respect that stem from shared responsibititythieir education.

The Midland Academy experience is unique. We haseghed our program to be
rigorous yet diverse enough to be balanced by kaciwities. It is our hope that students find
their experiences at The Midland Academy to belehging, rewarding and fun, while helping
them develop the desire to become lifelong learners

© June 2011, The Midland Academy of Advanced areb@ve Studies
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Academy Foundation

Statement of Purpose
The Midland Academy of Advanced and Creative S&IfI&MAACS) whose heritage dates
from 1995, is a public charter academy, colleg@aratory school with programs for kindergarten
through twelfth grade.
The Midland Academy of Advanced and Creative Stsidie
Academics Provides teachers who are strongly committed aol@aic excellence. Emphasizes
an outstanding academic program which encouragependence of and love of
thought. This program is enriched by offeringshia Fine Arts, Sports, Activities and
Community Service.
Individuals  Challenges students to grow in mind, body andtspieveloping integrity, leadership
and respect.
Community Cultivates a strong sense of community within\edie school family. Promotes
civic and international awareness and responsibilit

Origin

The Midland Academy became a vision after Michigdirst law on Charter Schools or
Public School Academies was passed in December. T9@3new law allowed the creation of public
schools with a specific focus and an independeweiging body. All decisions reflect the
personality of our school. Through the dedicatibnuamerous volunteers, our vision became a
reality. The Board of Trustees at Central Michiggamversity approved our charter in the spring of
1995.

Teamwork brought these impressive results. We histanding parents, educators and
business leaders who devoted many hours to dewgldpie Midland Academy of Advanced and
Creative Studies. They accepted the challengewldping a rigorous academic program with high
standards.

Now a reality, this program for advanced and cueastudies was founded to allow students
with potential for high academic and personal acmeent to have access to an environment that
challenges them to reach their full potential. Thericulum and program are accelerated with
increased depth and breadth. Parent participateynyalues, proper etiquette and an appreciation of
our country’s heritage are characteristic of Thellsthd Academy of Advanced and Creative
Studies.

School Community

School is a community, a community of many partemHearning takes on many forms.
Our Upper School student body ranges from sixtaugh the twelfth grade. Students come
primarily from mid-Michigan. Faculty and adminidicn also bring to the school diverse
background and experiences.

Faculty and administration play a significant rmle@ur concept of community. Not only do
they teach, they also coach, advise clubs andcpaate in the recreational life of the students.

The Midland Academy is a growing community, eaafividual working toward the creation
of an environment in which all members learn, geowd benefit from one another’'s company.
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Campus Visit
An interview with the Academy Admissions Officeawery positive experience for the

student, family and school. The campus visit setwespurposes. First, the admissions staff has an
opportunity to get to know the student. Among tegicscussed during the enrollment process is our
mission statement, personal interests, academdsree®l goals. In addition, the admission staff
clearly outlines the expectations and requiremehtse school. Second, the student and his/her
family will tour the school, meet teachers and entistudents and possibly attend classes. This is a
opportunity for the family to ask questions andedetine if TMAACS is a good match for their
needs.

You may drop by the school at any time; howeveypii make an appointment this would
allow us to schedule time with key Academy persanne

Foundation

The Midland Academy is founded on the idea thaividdal students, with their differing
needs, should have access to educational envirdariet challenge them to reach their full
potential. The environment offered by The Midlanckdemy is appropriate for students with
potential for extremely high academic and persachlevement.

The character of The Academy is expressed in ission, philosophy and principles.
Together, these statements guide the programgcaium, key values and desired student
achievements.

Mission

The mission of The Midland Academy is to provideadues-driven, rigorous academic
learning environment that challenges each studergach his/her full academic potential. The
Academy prepares each student for a future asduptioe, well-rounded person who enhances
his/lher community, working from a personal foundatof traditional values, self-discipline,
accountability and responsible behavior.

Philosophy
We believe...

Parents are the primary teachers of their childféerefore, the key to a sound education is
close cooperation among parents, teachers, stafftaents.

To fill the future needs of a technological socjettyidents must complete a rigorous
curriculum of core academic subjects.

The values of a civilization are conveyed througgiching and experience, understanding,
appreciation of the arts and cultural diversity.

To become effective contributing members of themilies, communities and the world,
students must build important life skills includisglf-discipline, accountability and respect
for the rights, opinions and property of others.

Learning is a lifelong process. Love of learningtical thinking skills, a broad knowledge
base and effective interpersonal skills will prepstudents for a changing future.

Principles

The Academy expects the parent body, student bodg&ff to be in agreement with the
following principles and to enthusiastically embedhem. The Midland Academy promotes the
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following principles which the foundation for thesign and execution of the curriculum and
program.
1. Students with a rigorous academic foundation cossisvith entry into institutions of higher
learning.

2. A curriculum which places a strong emphasis oniticathl academics, coupled with
practical application.

3. A secure learning environment supported by requietive collaboration from staff, parents
and students.

4. A commitment between home and school. The pardrdedpartnership stems from defined
responsibilities, communication, mutual respect amgdmmon vision.

5. A curriculum and program support for the developtcéran ethical, productive, creative
and critically thinking student.

6. A program which enhances the learning environmgmeQuiring good citizenship and
personal accountability.

7. Installation and support of a strong system of Kejues.

Success in The Midland Academy requires strongeanadachievement for a student of
good academic quality. Students are challengedaohr full potential.

Key Values
The Midland Academy attracts parents, studentsséaftiwho regard these Key Values as

important and desirable to securing a student'g-@mge success as an ethical, productive,
critically thinking member of society. The Midladademy program will actively promote these
values.

1. We pursue academic excellence with alacrity.
2. We strive to achieve our individual potentials.

3. Each of us exhibits personal qualities of enthusjasotivation
and perseverance.

4. We embrace learning as a self-directed and lifelrtiyity.
5. Each of us is responsible for his/her actions auisibns.

6. We interact cooperatively with others, resolvingitiot through
respect, negotiation, and compromise.

7. Our behavior is a credit to The Academy and antdsgbe
learning environment.

8. Each individual's word is his/her bond.
9. We show respect for individuals, beliefs, propeuty truth.
Desired Student Achievements
It is anticipated that each student will accomptish following goals over the course of

his/her experience at The Midland Academy and threut of these achievements will be
enthusiastically supported by parents and staff.
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1. Each student will have an academic foundation gpate for entry into a professional
discipline or university.

2. A student not desiring college training will haveteong academic foundation to support
direct entry into the job market.

3. Each student will be a productive, well-roundedsparwho enhances their community,
nation and world.

4. Each student will write, read and speak with theficence that comes from excellent
abilities in these areas.

5. Each student will manipulate numbers and deal mi#tthematical concepts with the
confidence that comes from excellent abilitieshiese areas.

Each student will have the capability and desirbd@ lifelong learner.
Each student will be intellectually independent.
Each student will be a critical thinker, able teadirn fact from opinion.

© ® N O

Each student will be confident in using his/heratine talents.

10. Each student will have explored his/her individpatential and will have learned to stretch
his/her personal expectations.

11.Each student will understand that enthusiasm, rattim and perseverance are crucial to
academic success.

12.Each student will have experience working withist@ng ethical framework that reflects
traditional values and reflects traditional valaesl emphasizes personal responsibility,
ethical behavior and respect for others.

Parental Participation

Educators and parents are increasingly aware #ranhtal involvement in schools has a long-
term, positive effect on the education of children.

Through parents, children learn to value educadiahto succeed through learning. To foster
this attitude in the school setting, parents ambstmust work together and reinforce each other as
partners.

Each partner has a role to play. Both school amenismust clearly understand the mission
of the school and commit themselves to carry itio@n atmosphere of mutual respect and
cooperation. Parents must recognize the strendtine daculty and administrators and the school
must recognize and encourage parental input.

The following Principles of Good Practice, develdjy the National Association of
Independent Schools, serves as guidelines in proghah effective partnership between parents and
schools.

Parents Working with Schools
1. Parents recognize that effective partnerships lzaieacterized by clearly defined
responsibilities, a shared commitment to collaboratcommunication, mutual respect and a
common vision of the goals to be reached.

2. Parents study their own expectations and philogspaind compare those to the expectations,
philosophies and programs of the school before ngakicommitment to the school.

3. Parents are familiar with and support the schqudlscies and procedures.
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4. Parents provide a home environment, which supploetslevelopment of positive learning
attitudes and habits.

5. Parents involve themselves in the life of the sthblis can be done in or out of the
classrooms in a variety of ways.

6. Parents value the school’s perspective on the stude

7. When concerns arise, parents seek informationttirgom the school, consulting with
those best able to address concerns.

8. Parents share with the school any religious, calltonedical or personal information that the
school may need in order to best serve the student.

Schools Working with Parents
1. The school recognizes that effective partnershipsharacterized by clearly defined
responsibilities, shared commitment to collaborgtmpen lines of communication, mutual
respect and a common vision of goals to be reached.

2. The school clearly and fully presents its philogggrogram and practices to parents during
the admissions process and talks with parentsatdctheir expectations.

3. The school seeks and values parents’ perspectivieeon
student. I I

4. Teachers and administrators are accessible to fsdan
candid and open discussions.

5. The school keeps parents well informed throughesyatic [
reports, conferences, publications and informal
conversations.

6. The school defines clearly how parents are involnadajor
decisions that affect the school community.

7. The school offers and supports a variety of pageutcation opportunities.

8. The school suggests effective ways for parentsppart the educational process, inside and
outside of the classroom.

9. The school actively seeks the knowledge it needwoid effectively with a diverse parent
body.
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Upper School Philosophy

The Midland Academy motto “Altiora Peto” (I seelgher things) reflects the philosophy of
the Upper School. We offer challenging and compmetve instruction in the basic liberal arts
disciplines through diversity of teaching stylesxomogeneously grouped classrooms. We stress the
extension of the educational process beyond acadenmith required athletics, activities and a
variety of assemblies, seminars and symposia. Weviedahat every student from average to gifted
ability has the potential for a successful univgrekperience. We maintain a nurturing environment
created by close faculty-student and advisor-aévisitionships. We adhere to the premise that
creativity can flourish in a structured and digaifienvironment. We recognize that in addition to
superior academic credentials, our faculty must ptsssess the character traits that will enablethe
to serve as role models for students in the arkegesspect, leadership, personal integrity and
responsibility to the work ethic.

Upper School Goals

The goals of the Upper School are met within thedamic program of The Academy as well as
character program and the overall school cultuhe Midland Academy strives to develop the
whole child wherein they excel in all situationsademic and civic alike by:

1. Providing a unigue college-preparatory program émables students to graduate with
advanced standing.

2. Offering a model of excellence in the educatiomahmunity.

3. Promoting intellectual curiosity and an acceptamidége-long learning by inspiring students
in their education.

4. Encouraging a healthy student with a commitmerind an enthusiasm for athletics and
physical fitness.

5. Placing an emphasis upon cultural literacy so sttedgain a knowledge of the world in
regards to religions, ethics, aesthetics, govermmet business.

6. Allowing students to be well-rounded by promotingaaiety of interests beyond the
academic classroom.

7. Expecting students to display social maturity aggpect for others.

8. Building a technologically perceptive student waiin understanding of the application of
technology and an eagerness for future challenges.

9. Expecting students to be responsible with a seftgititnd awareness of human activities on
the environment.

10. Requiring students to display a high degree ofcatlhehavior and a strong sense of personal
integrity and leadership capacity.

11.Displaying an awareness of the value of appropdatwluct and dress as well as being a
well-mannered student.

12.Building students’ preparedness for study skilttey are capable of adjusting the
expectations and rigors of college and career.

Curriculum Changes
The school reserves the right to change the cuancwr its components as deemed
necessary.
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Use of Curriculum Guide

This curriculum guide has been designed to helgestis and their parents in the process of
course selection. It should be used in conjunatith the course selection sheet to help plan a
course of study for the next year and beyond. These offerings of the TMAACS Curriculum as
stated are being proposed. The level of subjedemiatincreasing each year the Academy is in
operation. Class offerings are subject to chang®tdorm with the mission statement of the
Academy. Of the electives listed, only those wiiffisient sign-up will be offered. The school
reserves the right to alter the course conterdisahges in faculty or other factors require a ckang

Overview of Curriculum for the Upper School

It is the philosophy of The Midland Academy thatc¢urriculum must be diverse enough to
meet the varied needs of able learners who haesx@ptional thirst for learning. The content of the
curriculum provides interest and challenge to titlents, enabling them to reach their full poténtia
The hallmark of education for this academicallyaused curriculum is the carefully planned
opportunities of advanced learning and the opere@mtiallenges that are suitable for exceptional
minds.

Our curriculum ensures a balanced focus on acd¢eteeand enriched areas of learning.
Critical thinking, creative thinking and problemhkgag skills are incorporated to stimulate the
students’ higher-level thinking processes, theeefacilitating students’ independent search for
knowledge.

The Midland Academy offers a total curriculum thrdegrates the learning process within
planned experiences, thereby providing a progressvelopment of knowledge, skills and
opportunities.

Organization
The Midland Academy offers a college preparatopgpam that specializes in Honors

Classes and is associated with the College BoavéAakd Placement Program. Students must take
certain courses required for graduation. This gom@ains descriptions of all courses in the Upper
School. Included in each description are the dligfirequirements for each course (i.e. gradelleve
and prerequisites), course content, course fopnatedures and a list of books and supplementary
materials used in the course.

Course Placement

When proper placement in a course is questionstlideent may be asked to take a placement
exam that assesses student knowledge in regaloisalty established curricular objectives.
Students must meet prerequisites to be placedppcopriate grades, classes and groupings as
determined by test, academic grade and course etions.

Homework

Homework is an essential part of every studentigcation. It is the responsibility of each
student to budget and manage their time to enkerérhely completion of daily and extended
assignments. Students will not be given homewaosigaments on weekends prior to Labor Day.
Extended assignments will be given throughout theal year, after Labor Day.

Homework assignments are to be completed beforkabmning of the class for which the
work was assigned. Failure to complete homeworkme-results in the loss of a full letter grade on
that assignment provided the homework is made-ufpdyext class meeting. If the homework is
not made up by that time, it may be turned-in tagsdlate and be graded for a maximum of 50
percent credit.
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Make-Up Work
When absences are excused, work missed may beupadwler the following conditions:

1. The initiative must be taken by the student to atingith the teacher(s) as to what was
missed.

2. Teacher(s) will determine when and how the worKldleamade up.

3. Time permitted for work to be made up shall beropportion to the number of consecutive
days missed, e.g., 1 day absence-1 day to maketp w

4. Make-up work should begin immediately upon the stu® return to school.

5. Pre-arranged Absence: All work is due when assigmegon return to school.

Family-Friendly Homework

Family-friendly homework incorporates parents atudients working together on academic
assignments. This quality time helps the schoatjlfaand students form a cohesive relationship in
the educational process.

To uphold and support the high academic standdrtfeaschool, it is necessary for parents
to provide a place at home for their child to stadygl ample time in which to complete assignments.
Together the parent and student will take respditgito ensure all homework and assignments are
completed on time and reviewed together.

Summer Assignments

Summer assignments (reading, research, etc.) magdigned to assure academic continuity.
The assignments will be discussed and graded wheergs return for the new school year. Upper
level students taking AP courses can expect to Barener assignments for most courses.

Textbooks

Textbooks are provided to all students for clasaksn at The Midland Academy for which a
refundable deposit may be required. Students aporesible for the reasonable care and prompt
return of all texts issued to them. In additionideints are expected to report any lost books
immediately to their classroom instructor. Promgitan will result in the recovery or the
replacement of the text and consequently redutedeist's chance of falling behind in the assigned
work. If a book is lost or damaged, replacement obghe book will be assessed. Upon withdrawal
from the school the family may petition within t€¥0) weekdays to have their deposit returned to
them.

Any Midland Academy student who wishes to borroloak for the summer study should
make arrangements with the Curriculum Office. Aakpmay be required for each book borrowed,
as approved by administration. The deposit wiltdterned when the book is returned, provided the
books are returned in the same condition as whameld. Any Midland Academy student who
wishes to purchase a text for their personal udeoamership may do so and should make
arrangements with the Curriculum Office.

Literary Alternatives

If a parent disagrees with the selected literatinveeteacher will offer an alternative selection
that meets the requisite educational objectivesiéfised in the teacher’s rationale) for that pésen
child. This will allow the child to participate witthe other students in class discussion, class
assignments and projects. If the parent disagrébghe alternative the parent may submit an
alternative request that meets the requisite edunadtobjectives.

If the school is asked to remove a piece of lite@rvideo work from the school a
committee comprised of administration, teacheedf and parents will review the rationale, the
request for reconsideration and make a recommemdettithe school.
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Controversial Subjects

Controversial subjects are those which would besiciered divisive or very sensitive,
whether or not the introduction of the topic waanpled by the teacher or brought up by a student.
If, in the course of teaching a class, a teaches Heat a subject has arisen which the teacher has
good reason to believe is controversial or obvipo$la sensitive nature, and discussion of that
subject willnot help achieve the goals set for that class in timeaulum guide, then the teacher will
not allow class time for the discussion of the ¢opi

If a subject arises which the teacher has reasbelteve is controversial and/or sensitive
nature, and the discussion of that topilt help achieve goals set out in the curriculum ghicdehat
subject, then the teacher will do the following:

1. As necessary, instruct the class on the respoigitalbe respectful in debate.

2. Instruct the class on their responsibility to hotia teaching they have received from their
parents on this subject as well as applying theesixcharacter virtues of the school.

3. As appropriate (i.e. pertinent to stated goaldefdiass), direct the student’s attention to
informed sources on each side of the subject cardeiThis may be done in a variety of
forms, such as, a research paper, guest speakad#g differing authors, etc. Students will
be strongly encouraged to become knowledgeableeafniost widely held views on the
topic.

4. The Midland Academy adheres to an abstinence-h@egglam. Due to the extremely
sensitive and intimate nature of human sexualioglat discussion and instruction on this
topic generally will be limited to human reprodwctiin biology as they arise in appropriate
class contexts. $ |

Recommendations

Students should regard the requirements for gramuas a
minimum course of study. Students who seek adnmidsicelective
colleges and universities should supplement thi lbaguirements
with a strong cross-section of the core subjectseced by &
extracurricular activities. “Strength of prograns”as important as
good grades for those applying to selective schools %

Students should consider the following guidelined a
recommendations before making course selectioris e=ar:

1. Although only four full-credit academic courses egquired
each semester, students with average or betteegead
encouraged to take six full-credit academic courteés
important to continue a solid academic course-lohile
continuing their involvement in volunteer and caraular
activities.

2. Students taking only five-credit academic coursspgcially juniors and seniors, should
consider supplementing their program with courséssed by the Fine Arts Department, or
electives in community service, sports and acesiti

3. Four or five years of foreign language are reconuhedn Students are further advised that
colleges prefer four or five years of one foreignduage to two years each of two different
foreign languages.

4. Four years of mathematics are recommended fotualests except those whose
performance in the first three years of mathemasic®nsistently below 70 percent.

5. Students who have completed a full year of Algébnaseventh grade are normally
registered for Geometry in eighth grade. Studemis @nter the honors program at a different
grade level can accelerate their math programroylsaneously taking Advanced Algebra
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and Geometry after they have successfully complétgebra I. Permission of the
Mathematics Department Chairman is required.

6. Students with honors averages are urged to comglleteree courses in the freshman-

sophomore-junior history series. All students npasts Government to graduate.

Able students are encouraged to take the Advanizegfent Exams.

A graduation thesis is required for all studentse Dean of Curriculum and Instruction must

approve all proposals for thesis projects. Propomad considered for credit only if they

entail work equal to what is expected in a regatademic offering. All work must be done

under the auspice of a faculty member. Thesis ptoj@ay range from a research project in
the role of Wisconsin’s 32nd Division in the CiVilar to a program of study and practice of
violin music, cultivating in a public recital, togparing a portfolio of political cartoons, see

pages 62-63 for further information.

9. A student’s academic program should be planned sathe consideration given to
extracurricular involvement. While academics muesglven top priority, students are
encouraged to take advantage of a variety of extrigcilar opportunities including after-
school sports, activities and community involvemémidepth involvement in one or two
activities is preferable to limited involvementrimany.

10.The Midland Academy has created partnerships vetersl universities and colleges. In
order for our current students to take advantaghisfpartnership, students must apply to the
university or college of their choice and be acedphto their program. The Midland
Academy does not provide transportation for stusléftansportation is the responsibility of
the parents.

11. Students may patrticipate in co-op opportunitiese $thoolwork program must be pre-
approved for students to participate. The Midlarmddemy does not provide transportation
for students. Transportation is the responsibdityhe parent.

© N

Home School Partnership

Students who are educated by their parents in a&lsmmool educational setting may partner
with The Midland to take advantage of learning |aligual high school courses, dual enrollment
opportunities and non-essential elective coursepplcable by law. Non-essential elective courses
may include Advanced Placement level courses ab@ats such as music, art, computers, life
skills, theater and physical education. To purbese opportunities students or parents may petition
the Dean of Curriculum when such a partnershig mutual benefit to the student and The Midland
Academy as applicable by law.
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Middle School Program

(Grades 6-8)
The dual-semester system results in four markimp@e (quarters). Core academic courses are full
year courses. Exploratory courses may be one,ttwee or four marking periods in length.

Core Courses Exploratory Requirements
(To be completed outside of school)
English Art Blue Point
Social Studies Computer Science Gold Point
Math Drama White Point
Science Life Skills
Foreign Language Music

Physical Education
The dual-semester system results in four markimpge. Core academic courses are full year
courses. Electives may be one, two, three or faanking periods in length.

Foreign Language: The introduction of Foreign Language (grade &rsftwo semesters of
Spanish. Seventh and eighth grades will pursueiSipaquivalent to the first level (I) at the Upper
School Level. Successful completion of a foreigmlaage during grades 7 and 8 will enable a
student to enroll in the third level (111) of langge study in the ninth grade.

Computer Science: Middle School students complete their computesrsm®e requirements by
enrolling in the computer course exploratory dutimg year, as it is offered. Options may include
Robotics, Keyboarding, Introduction to Computer Aggtions and Introduction to Web-Design.

Art:  Middle School students may enroll in art as gol@atory during the year, as it is offered.
Options may include Painting Murals, Cartooning @taly Animation | and Il, 2-Dimenisonal & 3-
Dimensional, Graphic Design, Video Production, &rtcbduction to Graphic Arts and Photography.

Drama: Middle School students may enroll in drama as>gioratory by participating in one
Musical or Play during the year, as it is offer&gtions may include Shakespearian Theatre.

Music: Middle School students may enroll in music ag®ploratory by enrolling in the music
course during the year, as it is offered.

Life Skills: Middle School students complete their life skéitjuirements by enrolling in the life
skill course offered during the year. Options masfude Connections, Food Science and Skills
Management.

Physical Education: Middle School students complete their physicaloadion requirement by
enrolling in the physical education course explamatiuring the year, as it is offered.

Blue Point (Sports): Middle School students must complete their sp@dsirement by
participating in three sports, one per year. Newd&mts will be expected to fulfill only the requdre
sports for the years they attend The Midland Academ

Gold Point (Activities): Middle School students complete their activitguigement by
participating in three activities, one per yearwNstudents will be expected to fulfill only the
required number of activities for the years thagrad The Midland Academy.

White Point (Community Service): In grades 6-8, the requirement will be five howuasleyear.

New students will be expected to fulfill only thequired hours of the years they attend The Midland
Academy. All projects must be approved by the Dafa@urriculum and Instruction or his/her
designee. An emphasis will be on off-campus service
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Upper School Program
(Grades 9-12)

Blue Points (Sports Requirements):The requirement will be one sport per year totrttee
required four sports for graduation. New studeritsh& expected to fulfill only the requirements of
the years they attend The Midland Academy. Thee&iihDirector must verify successful
completion of all sport activities in order to reaecredit. Students may be involved in individual,
intramural or team sports. Participation in a spolitearn one (1) credit for a total of eight (8)
credits. In order to encourage students to padteij;n school sports, students may earn two (2)
credits for each school sport. Students who chtmparticipate in community-based sports will
earn one (1) credit for each sport.

Past Sports Offerings Included

Girls Sports Boys Sports

Bowling (fall and winter) Bowling (fall and winter)
Basketball (fall) Soccer (fall)

Soccer (spring) Basketball (winter)

Spirit Squad (fall and winter) Spirit Squad (fatichwinter)
Volleyball (fall)

Additional sports may be offered in the future.

Gold Points (Activity Requirements): The requirement will be one activity per yeanteet the
four activity requirements for graduation. New sint$ will be expected to fulfill only the
requirements for the years they attend The Midldoademy. The Dean of Curriculum and
Instruction and/or designee must approve and vaufivities in order for students to receive credit
Participation in activities will earn one (1) cretbr a total of four (4) credits. Students must
participate in an activity during the fiscal yeaulfy 1 — June 30) of the school year for which the
credit will be granted, unless approved otherwigéhle Dean of Curriculum and Instruction or
his/her designee.

Examples of Acceptable Activities

Student Council (Senior & Executive) Science Club
Science Fair Reading Club
National Honor Society (and Junior NHS) Communibeater
National Art Honor Society (and Junior NAHS Che&dsb

White Points (Community Service Requirements): The requirement will be five hours for
students in © grade. In grades 10-11, the requirement will nehwurs each year. Students in grade
12 will be required to perform 15 hours of commuisiervice.

Grade Required Hours Grade Required Hours
9" 5 11" 10
10" 10 12" 15

New students will be expected to fulfill only thequired hours of the years they attend The Midland
Academy. All projects must be approved by the Dafa@urriculum and Instruction or his/her
designee; an emphasis will be on off-campus serfAadicipation in community service will earn
one (1) credit for a total of four (4) credits. &umts must participate in an activity during theeéi

year (July 1 — June 30) of the school year for Whie credit will be granted, unless approved
otherwise by the Dean of Curriculum and Instructiomis/her designee.
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Evaluations

Testing Policies

The school administers standardized achievemetsttiesll students as required by our
chartering agreement and the laws of the Stateidfilyan. The Midland Academy uses
achievement, and criterion-referenced tests tdbskabase-line test scores for incoming students.
The test scores are one of many factors used Inawuzg our students and assessing our educational
program.

Report Cards
Report cards with comments are distributed quartétie first and third quarter report cards

are sent home with parents during student-led cenées. The second and fourth quarter report

cards are mailed to the student’s residence. Agtiteof each semester, parents will receive a@otic

with teacher comments for (1) any student averagi@g or below, or (2) any incomplete course.
Middle school students may have exploratory courdash are only one quarter in length.

In high school, credit is granted with the sucaglssbmpletion of a semester (or two quarters).

Grading and Evaluation

Academic work is evaluated on a 4.0 Quality Pomadghg scale. The minimum passing
grade point is a straight-unweighted 1.7. Studantsparents will be sent grades and written
comments at the end of each quarter. Progresstsepitirbe sent as needed. A grade of D+ is not a
passing grade. Regarding prerequisites, studergs obtain at least a C- in all prerequisite courses
before being permitted to enroll in subsequent sesir

Credit will not be issued for classes where theesstar unweighted grade point value is less
than 1.7 (a passing grade); however, the pointeviduthe grade earned will be calculated in the
student’s cumulative grade point average.

Grade changes may be made for a technological enrtre part of The Academy faculty
and/or staff. Students may appeal grades in-writim¢o 30 calendar days from the last day of the
guarter. A course may be repeated at The Academayde a grade. All grades shall remain on the
student’s academic record (transcript), but in cotimg the grade point average, the better grade
will be counted.

High School Semester Examinations

Time is allocated for final examinations in thethgchool at the end of each semester.
Students are expected to be in attendance durasg theriods. Comprehensive high school
examinations are two hours long. Generally, 1stesten examinations may be held during the third
week of January; 2nd semester final exams arecheldg the last week of school. Students must
come in regular school dress during exam week.\Esteident shall be able to see his corrected
examination, including the examination questionshiww a reasonable time after semester grades are
recorded.

Graduating seniors may waive exams during theirdasiester if their cumulative
unweighted grade point average is a minimum of 2.7.

A student on suspension at examination time wilbéenitted to take the examination for
credit. A student on expulsion at examination timk not be permitted to take the examination and
will not be eligible to receive credit for the exam

Advanced Placement Exam Policy
Taking the end-of-course AP exam sends a poweréslsage to colleges and universities
that a student is ready for them, and can enabtiests to gain admission, college credit and
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placement into advanced courses. To this end, stsidee highly encouraged to take the Advanced
Placement exam for the AP course they have takeweMer, if a student is unable to take the AP
exam, the student is required to take a final egansisting of a previous year’'s AP exam and will
also be expected to continue to do homework foreéh@ainder of the school year, after the AP exam
has occurred.

Middle School Semester Examinations

Time is allocated for final examinations in the dielschool at the end of each semester.
Students are expected to be in attendance durasg gheriods. Middle school examinations are one-
hour in length rather than two hours. Generally sesester examinations may be held during the
third week of January; 2nd semester final examsale during the last week of school. Students
must come in regular school dress during exam weedry student shall be able to see his corrected
examination, including the examination questionshiw a reasonable time after semester grades are
recorded.

A student on suspension at examination time wilbéenitted to take the examination for
credit. A student on expulsion at examination timk not be permitted to take the examination and
will not be eligible to receive credit for the exam

Credit by Exam with Prior Instruction

Students may petition the Dean of Curriculum tées-for a class for which they had prior
instruction and failed the academic subject. Thdextit must receive a grade of 70% or above to
receive credit.

Credit by Exam for Acceleration

Students may petition the Dean of Curriculum teenee credit for an academic subject in
which he or she has had no prior instruction ifshelent scores 90% on a criterion-referenced test
for the applicable course.

Credit Recovery Fee and Grade Replacement

In situations when a student did not pass a caluseg the school year the student may
petition the Dean to earn credit by exam duringftilewing summer. A student must earn a
minimum of 70% to receive credit (see Credit by Bxaith Prior Instruction policy). A fee may be
charged in these instances and must be paid pribetstudent taking the exam. Students may
replace their previous grade with the grade eaameithis cumulative exam.

Grade Point Average

Grade point averages are calculated using gratleed in academic subject. Regular
academic grades are evaluated on a straight-unteeighO point scale (A=4, B=3, C=2, D=1).
Honors (H) and Advanced Placement (AP) grades arghted and their Quality Points will be
multiplied by 1.5. A high school transcript willalude a weighted grade point average (GPA A) as
well as an unweighted grade point average (GPA B).

Ranking
Because of the high caliber of our students andnha&ll size of our classes, The Midland

Academy does not rank individuals in their gradugttlass. At the student’s request for situations
when it is necessary (i.e. scholarships), the dohkilocalculate a student’s rank.
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Grading Scale

Academic work is evaluated on a 4.0 grading sddie.minimum passing grade is 1.7. Students and
parents will be sent grades and written commentisea¢nd of each quarter. Progress reports may be
sent home upon completion of mid-quarter. Gradesrathe form of letters as follows:
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Letter | Numerical | Unweighted | Weighted Letter | Numerical | Unweighted| Weighted
Grade Value QP QP Grade Value QP QP
A 100-93 4.0 6.0 C 76-73 2.0 3.0
A- 92-90 3.7 5.55 C- 72-70 1.7 2.55
B+ 89-87 3.3 4.95 D+ 69-67 1.3
B 86-83 3.0 4.5 D 66-63 1.0
B- 82-80 2.7 4.05 D- 62-60 0.7
C+ 79-77 2.3 3.45 F 59& below 0.0
W (withdrawn) | Withdrawal after the end of the addfslperiod throughout the 6th week ¢f
the semester.
WP (withdrawn | Withdrawal with a passing grade in the 10th-11tlekvef the semester.
passing)
WF (withdrawn | Withdrawal with a failing grade in the 10th-11thekeof the semester. Zelo
failing) honor points are earned. Credit is counted in thdepoint average, but
not as credit earned.
PIP (Passing in | The Passing in Progress grade designation is usedaasion for

Progress) continuing semester thesis. The student must lie\ang at a C- or abovd.
Credit is counted as credit earned, but does ettahe grade point
average. Itis not to be awarded for regular elass

P/F (passffail) P signifies the successful compietif "C-" or better (credit is counted
toward credit earned, but does not affect the gpexilat average).

I (incomplete) | Incomplete grades will only be isswgon approval of the Dean of
Curriculum and Instruction or his/her designeeomplete grades must be
converted to the appropriate letter grade no thi@n the end of the
succeeding quarter except in the unusual circurostaas approved by thg
Dean of Curriculum and Instruction or his/her dasig

R (replacement)| This grade replaces a previousgeacthed for this same course and it ig
this grade that is calculated in the student’s gnaaint average.

NW | (non-weighted)| This signifies that the assoclajeade with this designation has been
replaced by a subsequent grade. The grade withi¢isignation is not
calculated in the student’s grade point average.

Grade changes may be made only for a certified errdhe part of The Academy faculty
and staff. Students may appeal grades in writingplgD calendar days from the last day of the
quarter. A grade of D+ is not a passing grade fgrraquired course. Regarding prerequisites,
students must obtain at least a C- grade in atepresite courses before being permitted to emmoll
subsequent courses. Credit will not be issuedlésmses where the semester grade point value is less
than 1.7 (a passing grade); however, the pointeviduthe grade earned will be calculated in the
student’s cumulative grade point average. A coarag be repeated at The Academy to raise a
grade. All grades shall remain on the student’slegac record (transcript), but in computing the
grade point average, the better grade will be aalint

Promotional Requirement
Students are required to achieve a minimum unwethgbtade point average of C- (1.7) or
better. A GPA that is below C- (1.7) will be reviesvby the Administration of the school, who will
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make recommendations to the Chancellor. A meetitig the parent will be held to discuss the
academic progress of the student. The followingastcould result:

1. The student may be required to repeat the gradpecific course.

2. The student may be put on academic probation.

3. A meeting with the parent will be held to disstise academic progress of the student.

Students currently enrolled in The Academy Uppédrdst must pass the subject with an
unweighted GPA of 1.7 (C-) or above on a 4.0 sttalee promoted to the next level of the academic
discipline.

Students who do not succeed in the academic progititne placed on academic probation.
During this time, students must demonstrate satisfg academic progress to remain in the
program. If this goal is unattainable, students bel advised to select appropriate education thiat w
enhanced their learning abilities and self-esteem.

All appeals for diverging from or waiving the reqgment of this policy must be submitted to
the Dean of Curriculum and Instruction.

Once in high school students shall complete a mumnof 12 academic credits (not
including blue, gold and white point credits) tovadce to the next grade level.

Class Standing

Freshman.............. 0-12 Academic Credits (noluiting blue, gold and white point credits)

Sophomore........... 13-24 Academic Credits (ndutiag blue, gold and white point credits)
Junior ....cceeeeenn. 25-36 Academic Credits (imatuding blue, gold and white point credits)
Senior .......cceeee. 37-48 Academic Credits (notuding blue, gold and white point credits)

Academic Recognition
The school recognizes individual achievement anmngalented students in a variety of
ways. Three honor rolls are published each semastea special assembly recognizes those
students with the following honors. Students may ealditional recognition within each of the
honor rolls by not earning any dress-code violaionother form of disciplinary action.
President’s List
The President’s List recognizes students with ameighted grade point average of 3.5 or above.
Dean’s List
The Dean’s List status is achieved by studentsimgian unweighted grade point average between
3.0 and 3.49.

Faculty List
Students who have developed an exceptional lovie&oning, strong effort, promptness,

attentiveness and involvement may be placed ofdlealty List independent of grade point. A
student must have demonstrated effort and selfgdiise to qualify for the Faculty List.

Attainment Level Review

The instructional staff will review attainment lés@very four weeks. If a student is having
difficulty meeting the minimum attainment level ©f or below for all subjects, a plan will be
devised to help the student meet attainment.

Academic Probation

Students who receive a C- or below in one or moaglamic classes at the progress report
will receive a “Notice of Impending Academic Prabat” Intervention for these students may
include after-school tutoring, lunch-time tutorgasistance, student-planners or other measures to
assist students in increasing their academic padoce which will be coordinated by the academic
probation officer. Students at The Midland Acadamyst maintain a GPA of 1.7 (C-) and/or not
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receive more than one F at the end of each magenigd or they will be placed on academic
probation for the following marking period.

An Academic Probation Contract will be jointly déwmged by the student, teacher, parent(s)
and academic probation officer to address the clmgbe student’s academic performance and
develop academic goals. These students will coatmith academic intervention measure for the
duration of their probation. As a consequence @fiden probation, students are not allowed to
participate in any activity which would require theo miss any classes, including field- or school-
sponsored trips which involve more than a singgs<lperiod. Additionally, students on academic
probation may not participate in extra-curriculatities.

At any time during the academic year an adminigtraas the right to put the student on
academic probation if the student is not perfornaagequired. If the student does not exhibit
improved academic performance in a specified lenftime, the student may be retained or advised
to select appropriate education that will enhahe# tearning abilities and self-esteem.

Students who are placed on academic probatiomimiot more consecutive semesters may
need to repeat a specific course or grade levehatMidland Academy. Students in this situation
will receive written notification from the Dean Gurriculum and Instruction.

Progress Reports

Parents will be provided access to an on-line camoation service that teachers update
with academic performance.

Reports may be sent home as necessary to advegpand students of unsatisfactory
progress or behavior. Parents are encouragectaatdeachers whenever they have a concern
regarding their child’s progress or behavior.

Standardized Tests

Colleges/Universities use up to five sets of statidad tests (PSAT, SAT I, SAT Il, AP,

ACT) in applicant evaluation. Since these are saathdhe same nationally, they serve as common
denominators, giving the admissions officer a poindirect comparison of applicants. While some
institutions use all available tests/scores equatlgny put different values on each. For instance,
some put primary emphasis on SAT Is, others on BgsBome use both; most use APs for
placement/credit; few use PSATS unless the scoeeNaional Merit caliber, some hardly refer to
test scores at all, preferring the value of GPAswENer used, they are only part of the mosaic! All
scores must be reported to the Academic Office.

As a charter school dedicated to providing the ésgluality education to students we
perform multiple standardized assessments to etisatstudents are mastering educational content
appropriate for their ages and grades. The assaesgmefolio offered at The Midland Academy
includes the following (which may be a sampling #ad not comprehensive) standardized tests:
Michigan Education Assessment Program (MEAP) (gg&i8), Michigan Literacy Proficiency
Profile (MLPP) (grades K-4); Michigan Merit Examidh school), Scantron Performance Test
(grades 2-10), lowa Tests of Basic Skills (K-8) &maa Tests of Educational Development (9-12)
and CogAT (upon individual need and desire). Thefplo of standardized tests may change due to
state legislation, charter contract requirementhk wur authorizer and school administrative
decisions.
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Graduation

Diplomas of Higher Distinction

Two diplomas of higher distinction may be earnedta Midland Academy. The diplomas of
higher distinction are the College Preparatory thedScholars diplomas. One of the courses must
contain a significant on-line experience. The regmients of these diplomas exceed the
requirements set forth by the State of Michigan aredaligned to the desired curricular
accomplishments of colleges and universities. Sobaliploma graduates must complete the
requirements of the Independent Thesis Projectitiaally, Scholars Diploma graduates will be
required to maintain a minimum unweighted GPA @t &tudents have the opportunity to seek the
Advanced Placement® International Diploma (APIDyl@bally recognized certificate for students
with an international outlook. The APID challengestudent to display exceptional achievement on
AP Exams across a minimum of five disciplines. énsities worldwide utilize the APID in
admissions.

Credit Requirements

Subject College Preparatory Scholars
English 8 8
Math* 8 8
Algebra |, Geometry and Advanced Algebra are rexli
Science 6 6
Biology and Chemistry or Physics are required
Social Studies 6 6

Government, Economics, World History and US History
are required

Foreign Language* 4 6
2" Year Proficiency 3 Year Proficiency
Computer Science 2 2
Speech/Communications 1 1
Fine Arts** 5 5
Visual Arts, Music & Theater
Physical Education 2 2
Life Skills 1 1
Graduation Thesis 1 1
Elected Courses 3 2
Academic Course Requirements Tota 47 48
Blue, Gold and White! 12 12
TOTAL?2 59 60

Students may satisfy the Elected Courses requirebyetaking classes in any subjects they desiidat
Midland Academy.

*The Scholars Diploma requires two additional ctethan the College Preparatory Diploma in thesasar

**No more than three (3) credits may be taken ip ane discipline to satisfy this requirement.

1The twelve (12) blue, gold and white requirememtsbased on a student being enrolled in The Mitdlan
Academy High School for four years. Students apeeted to fulfill the blue, gold and white point
requirements for the years of attendance at Theléxog High School that correspond with their class
standing.

The total credits may fluctuate for each studepiedding upon the blue, gold and white requiremtmtthe

number of years that a student attend The Acadeigly School. A student must fulfill the Academic Cse

Requirements plus the appropriate number of blole, @hd white point credits in order to graduate.
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Advanced Placement International Diploma

The Advanced Placement International Diploma (ARt credential in addition to a high
school that a student may earn from the Collegeddéde requirements for the APID aid the
student in successful application to internatia@udlege and universities. Additionally, studentsowh
earn the APID and study at a U.S. college or usitqehave proven themselves to be learners of a
very high caliber.

Committee Approved Diploma

A student may apply to be granted a General dipltraadoes not meet the requirements of
the Higher Distinction Diplomas. The request wil &valuated by a Graduation Committee of
administrative and faculty personnel to ensure tiestudent satisfies the Michigan Merit
Curriculum requirements. Additionally, studentsreéag a General diploma may need to complete
an independent research project. Students wilkpeaed to fulfill the Blue, Gold and White point
requirements for the years of attendance at Thelédwg High School that correspond with their
class standing.

A student may apply for Diploma of Higher Distirartirecognition based upon an
individualized graduation plan that challengesghmlent to excel. Additionally, students earning a
diploma of higher distinction will need to completgraduation thesis project. Students will be
expected to fulfill the Blue, Gold and White poregjuirements for the years of attendance at The
Academy High School that correspond with their €lstsinding.

Application for Graduation

Students shall complete and submit a graduatiohcapipn by the end of the first semester
of the year in which the student expects to grasluttte Midland Academy will have one annual
commencement ceremony at the end of each acadehaols/ear.

Early Graduation
Students have the option to graduate early, piogidll state competency prerequisites and
credit requirements have been met. This option feseviewed by a committee and approved by
the Dean of Curriculum and Instruction. A writteguest must be made to the Dean of Curriculum
and Instruction along with a portfolio which comtsi
1. A curricula vitae
2. A written statement of career plans which includew early graduation will enhance career
plans.
3. Four faculty recommendations.
4. A written request from parents or guardians statingyy agreement with the student’s
request.
5. An academic package which include transcript,gsestes and attendance.
6. It is recommended, but not required that this rejbe made during the first quarter of the
junior year. Approval must be granted by the Dea@wrriculum and Instruction.
7. Students opting to graduate early will be honotetie@regularly scheduled graduation
ceremony.

Commencement

All students successfully completing work at tinel ©f the second semester who have
completed all graduation requirements are eligiblparticipate in the annual commencement
ceremony. If a student does not satisfy the graolmaequirements they may petition the Dean of
Curriculum and Instruction for the privilege to peipate in the ceremony.
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Graduation Requirements

In order to receive a diploma from The Midland Aeaty the student must complete the
diploma requirements with a cumulative GPA of IC7)(or above on a straight-unweighted 4.0
scale. Students who voluntarily take courses aratbhools will generally receive credit for those
courses. Prior arrangement must be made in wititigthe Dean of Curriculum and Instruction. To
receive credit, the student must satisfactorilysghe examination of comparable classes at
TMAACS. Courses for graduation will be recordedtlba student’s transcript. Students who have
been accepted into an approved university or cellagy count the classes they are enrolled in
toward their graduation requirement.

Honors Program

The honors experience enables students to work meresively. Honor students are
encouraged to develop themselves as critical tidnleetive learners and problem solvers.

Honor students are especially encouraged to buwlshamunity through their academic and
extracurricular experiences, to represent the HoRoogram across the campus by holding key
positions in clubs, activities, sports and commusérvice. All of the above experiences combined
help to equip our honor graduates for the challsrmjeiniversities.

Students who have completed a minimum of 26 creditseir graduation requirements in
Honors, College Board ™ Advanced Placement or #98tequivalent (or higher) college courses
will be recognized as Honors Program participaintisay have a cumulative straight-unweighted
GPA of 3.3 and one of the following four requirertseare met:

1. Have completed the requirements for the Scholgiemha.

2. A National-Normed Test score in one subject are3béb.

3. An ACT composite of 26.

4. An SAT score of 1200.

5. a PSAT score of 200.
Students who have been accepted into the Honoggdmomust fulfill the final requirements and
maintain the minimum grade point average statedebwmbe recognized at the time of graduation.
Students in the Honors Program are expected to levenghe requirements of the Independent
Thesis Project.

Honors Admission Process

Students must have an initial interview with theaCland member of the Honors Committee.
Students must submit a letter of recommendatiom fadaculty member or other knowledgeable
source. Additionally, students must also submibe-page writing sample at the time of application
and have a minimum cumulative straight-unweight&h@®@f 3.3 and meet one of the following
criteria:

1. A National-Normed Test score in one subject areZbéb.
2. An ACT composite of 26.
3. An SAT score of 1200.

Transfer students with 28+ transfer credits mayrstib portfolio to the members of the
Honors Committee. Students selected will be natibig the Dean of Curriculum and Instruction for
their acceptance into the Honors Program. Studeott maintain their GPA requirements and one
of the three initial requirements to remain in gegram.

Graduation Recognition

Students will be recognized for the diploma thesnegon graduation. Scholars diploma
graduates will wear a gold medallion with theirdyration gowns while College Preparatory
diploma graduates will wear a silver medallion wiitlkir graduation gowns. Additionally, students
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will be listed separately in the Commencement RnogrAll graduates may earn special recognition
at the time of graduation for meeting the qualiiimas of the Michigan Merit Exam by the end of
the first semester of the year in which the studeligraduate.

Recognitions based upon grade point averages &ildbermined upon the grade point
average of the first semester of the graduating. yadents who fulfill the requirements of the
Honors program will be recognized with a blue caxn during the graduation ceremony. Students
who achieve President’s List status will be recagdiwith gold cords while Dean’s List students
will be recognized with silver cords.

Valedictorian and Salutatorian Honors are presetttestudents who meet the Honor
Program criteria and have maintained the highestsaoond highest cumulative weighted grade
point average in the graduating class. To be ééditr Valedictorian or Salutatorian considerateon
student must have attended The Midland Academg famimum of three semesters by the end of
the first semester of the student’s senior year.

The determination of graduation recognitions tlatdependent upon grade point averages
will be determined at the end of the first semetdeilow for students to aid students’ college
applications as well as scholarship applicatiomsnfanent acknowledgement of the above
distinctions will be recorded in the students’ sampts.

Transcripts
Students may receive a copy of their high schawmigeript by completing a transcript request

form which can be obtained from the Curriculum €dfiEmbossed official transcripts are not given
to students, but must be mailed by The Midland A&caylto the receiving university, college,
employer or other official entity such as scholgystuthority. Student transcripts may be given
directly to the student. They will be labeled asstled to Student” and are not considered official.
Transcripts are not issued for students who hanantial obligations to The Academy or to Midland
Charter Initiative. High school transcripts wilkclnde both weighted (GPA A) and unweighted
grade point averages (GPA B) (see aldade Point Average
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College Opportunities

Dual Enrollment

The State of Michigan defines “Dual Enroliment”taese courses that public high schools
must pay tuition expenses for students to takesasuior credit and grade at other educational
institutions. In accordance to the State of Michigaccording to Michigan Compiled Law) the
following is the legal perimeter for dual enrolinteHigh school students who are currently enrolled
in a minimum of one course may apply for dual dmieht. The student must have taken the MEAP
High School test and received state endorsemaeailt subject areas. A student may be eligible for
dual enroliment if a necessary course is not abvigldue to a scheduling conflict or is not offebgd
The Academy. The dual enroliment course must bdeane in nature or applicable to career
preparation, normally apply toward satisfactiordigfioma requirements and may not be in the
subject matter of hobby-craft, physical educattbeplogy, divinity or religious education.

It is important to note that not all colleges amiversities provide college credit for college-
level courses students took in a dual enrolimeéngon wherein the student received high school
credit. Students interested in dual enrollmentigf@to the Dean of Curriculum and Instruction to
apply and verify that all necessary requiremengssatisfied. Students may be required to take
entrance and/or placement exams by the colleget&rdine entrance level.

Students may choose to independently take couts#bex educational institutions wherein
the perimeters of dual enroliment to not applythiese situations students need to have advanced
pre-approval in order to transfer credit from thieen educational institution to The Academy.
Students exercising this option by taking classe€ifedit beyond the diploma requirements will
bear the costs associated with the classes.

College Credit

With prior approval of the Dean of Curriculum amstruction, credit toward high school
graduation may be given for courses taken at aitecedducation institutions. The cost of such
approved courses shall be borne by the studentstligent will earn high school credit but not
grade for classes taken in this fashion. Studesrdl to carefully analyze the portability of college
classes taken at one university and transferratidther versus the nationally recognized College
Board ™ Advanced Placement program.

Early College Learning Opportunities

Early College learning opportunities may make aldé to high school students the option
of earning up to 60 transferable college creditdemarning a high school diploma as applicable by
law. It is the student’s responsibility to determihe college credit transferability of the credits
taken through early college learning opportunitiése courses selected through early college
learning opportunities must align to the pathwayhef new graduation requirements. Transportation
of the student to and from the college campusagélsponsibility of the student and parents. These
opportunities may be available on an individualissasirther information can be obtained from the
Dean of Curriculum and Instruction.

College Board ™ Advanced Placement® Program
AP and Pre-AP Courses
The Pre-Advanced Placement (Pre-AP) and AdvancaceRient (AP) courses offered in the
Upper School seek to provide student with oppotiesifor creative and critical thinking and
problem solving. Pre-AP and AP courses offer agnald curriculum conducive to success on
college entrance exams and acceptance into coléageaniversities. The higher level thinking
skills and activities found in Pre-AP and AP cosrseguire a commitment of study, effort and
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participation above a standard level course. Thk#ls transfer into excellent preparation for
advanced, college level study. Students can receedit, advanced placement, or both from
thousands of colleges and universities that padtei in the Advanced Placement Program.

Currently, 37 AP Examinations in 22 academic disogs are administered each May. Over
12,800 high schools in the United States, Canadawaerseas teach AP courses and offer the annual
examinations. Over 3,000 colleges and universgiast credit and advanced placement to entering
students whose AP grades meet their requirements.

Program Characteristics:
Challenges and stimulates students.
Develops, in a high school environment, the anedyi@nd study skills and habits needed in
college.
Enhances the quality of the curriculum.
Upgrades a student’s high school and college pnagra
Permits students to take college-level courses.
Provides college credits for courses and examinatsoiccessfully taken in high school.
Exempts students from some introductory collegesas) thus permitting students to move
more quickly into advanced classes.
Reduces educational costs for parents and savesaticthmoney to obtain a degree.
Reduces requests from students for early gradutbom high school.
Fosters leadership qualities in outstanding studgmbugh the twelfth grade.
Accelerates learning.
Develops the analytical and study skills requile@gducceed in college courses.
Rewards achievements.
Individualizes education.
Stimulates and revitalizes teachers and departments
Improves libraries and laboratories.
Improves articulation within a school as well asnteen the high school and college.
Indicates to the public that a school values iatgllal achievement and academic excellence.
Benefits of the AP Program
Identifies and attracts highly motivated student®wave succeeded in rigorous, college-level
courses and demonstrated their ability through aeling national exams.
Provides admissions officers with an excellent mted of student success in college
Enables students to diversify and deepen theiegelturriculum bylacing them out of
introductory level college classes in which theydhndemonstrated competence.
Improves the articulation of high school and cadlegrricula.

Students are beneficiaries of advanced placemeeainng college credit while learning
about a subject in greater depth and developirdysand analytical skills that are important to
success in college. Research has demonstratediibatAP students reach college, they typically:

Take additional courses in the academic areaseaf AP courses.
Enroll in more courses than their peers.

Graduate with double majors.

Go onto graduate school at a rate double thateaf tton-AP peers.

Many schools associated with the College Board ™VaihdedPlacement Program have a
small number of students participating in their Aldgram. Twenty percent of the schools present
one to five candidates for the AP Exams each yias. information demonstrates that the quality of
education provided by schools is not indicativehadir size.

©June 2011 Page 24



Upper School Curriculum Guide

Follow-up studies by the College Board (“What CgleStudents Say about Advanced
Placement”) indicates that college students whetmeen in high school AP courses are very glad
that they took those courses and exams and thatebeived advanced placement.

Recent studies of university students over the years of their undergraduate program
show that those who had participated in the AP Rarmgn high school tend to outperform students
of equal ability who had not been in such a progr&tudents from an AP Program typically:

1. Completed a greater number of courses per semest
2. Completed a greater number of course hoursedjuhior and above” level.
3. Earned higher grade point averages.

The United States has over 16,000 public schoasaer 5,800 private schools offering the
AP Program. Michigan has more candidates entehiegtate who have participated in AP Programs
than we have AP students attending colleges outditiichigan. The average number of AP exams
per candidate applying in state is 2.1. Students graduate from a school that formally provides an
AP Program as designated on their high school ¢rgots are highly recognized by major
universities and colleges throughout the country.

Advanced Placement International Diploma

The Advanced Placement International Diploma (AR globally recognized certificate
for students with an international outlook. The BRIhallenges a student to display exceptional
achievement on AP Exams across several disciplifes APID is not a substitute for a high school
diploma, but rather provides additional certificatiof outstanding academic excellence. To earn an
APID, a student attending school within the Unigdtes must indicate on at least one AP Exam
answer sheet that the results should be sentmovarsity outside the United States. The APID is
available to students attending secondary schattsde the United States and to U.S. resident
students applying to universities outside the cgunt

Pursuing the APID is advantageous to a studentsthgao attend a college or university
within the United States for admissions purposekli#tonally, the APID would be beneficial for a
student to portray global and international un@erding as well as advanced academic performance.
Over 3,000 universities in the United States ik’ in the admissions process. Universities
worldwide utilize the APID in admissions. OutsidetU.S., universities in more than 40 countries
recognize AP in their admissions processes.

Advanced Placement International Diploma Criteria
To earn an APID, students must earn grades of thrb@her on at leasive AP Exams in the
following content areas:
1. Two AP Exams from two different languages sel@détom English and/or world languages.
2. One AP Exam designated as offering a globalpeets/e.
3. One AP Exam from the sciences or mathematickenbareas:
4. One (or two) additional AP Exam(s) from among aantent areas except English and world
languages. These include the content areas aldsstyibed as well as history and social sciences
and arts.
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Academic
and College
Mentoring

College-Mentoring Program

The Midland Academy’s college mentoring progranerdfa structured way to provide each
student with information and resources as he ogsles through the process of applying for college.
At The Academy, college mentoring involves a foeayprogram designed both to inform and
actively involve students in all processes of piagrand meeting choices for their future. Our
mentors work closely with each individual studéaliowing The Academy philosophy of helping
our students realize their full intellectual, emoil and social potential.
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Freshman Year

Choose courses and activities with college indni

Begin the development of curriculum vitae.

Attend college guidance events (roundtablessigsgeakers).

Individual meetings with mentors throughout yeear.

Use the summer to expand horizons through camg®nhancement courses.
Sophomore Year

S

Fall
1. Prepare for and take the PSAT.
2. Consider strengths and weaknesses and careersis (ASVAB Test).
3. Continue to take challenging courses and puggtracurricular interests.
Spring
1. Begin serious self-assessment.
2. Begin looking through college guidebooks.
3. Meet with mentor to create a personal acadefait. p
Junior Year
Fall
1. Take PSAT for the second time (October).
2. Contact at least six college representatives.
3. Visit and tour colleges.
Spring
Individual meeting with mentor and student.
Family meeting to build up college list.
Research college list.
Visit schools if possible.
. Prepare for and take standardized tests (ACT,1Ss#d SAT11).
ummer
1. Visit colleges and narrow down the list of cghs.
2. Consider Early Decision or Early Action (Falyrgtration deadlines in Senior Year).
3. Draft one college essay and the common appicati
4. Request applications from colleges and begirkimgron them.
Senior Year

arwnE

T

I

1. Meet with mentor to finalize college list.

2. Perfect college essays.

3. Ask teachers to write recommendations.

4. Complete and file applications by appropriatadii@es.

5. Meet with college representatives of schoolstiach you are applying.
6. Take the SAT1, ACT and SAT11.

7. Verify scores have been sent to schools.

8. Verify transcripts from any other institutionsesded are sent.
9. Obtain financial aid information.

Spring

1. Keep The Academy informed of all decisions.

2. Choose one institution and send in disposifibay 1.

3. Inform institutions not attending.
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Academic Courses

Academic Core Course Times, Lengths and Schedules

Academic core courses’ class times and lengthsvagyand individual core class schedules
may differ and be expanded to be offered duringmmgy, afternoon, evening and weekend classes.
Credit equivalencies will be determined by the Dea@urriculum.

Course Placement
When proper placement in a course is questionstlident may be asked to take a placement
exam that assesses student knowledge in regalaisalty established curricular objectives.

Schedule Changes

Student schedule changes may be made by recomtieendgthe student’s teacher and
processed through the Dean of Curriculum and Ingtm’s office. All schedules are final after the
first ten school days of the semester for semésteed classes and first five days for marking plerio
based classes. All schedule changes must be appibgwtbe Dean of Curriculum and Instruction.
Schedule changes may occur for administrative tanerating circumstances.

Dropping a Course

Semester courses may be dropped only duringrisietiree weeks of the course. After the
three week period, a student cannot drop a suajetswitch into another discipline. Quarter
(marking period) classes may be dropped only duhedirst two weeks of the course. After the two
week period, a student cannot drop a subject aitdtsimto another discipline. Permission of the
Dean of Curriculum and Instruction and the studetgacher must be obtained. Administrative or
extenuating circumstances will be evaluated indiglty by the Dean of Curriculum and Instruction.
A student may switch from an honors class to amamars class after three weeks, all grades would
be transferred.

Honors Courses

By their very nature, honors courses are moraoigg Students who take these courses are
voluntarily committing to a heavier course loadst&dent who receives a grade lower than a C- in
an honors course will lose the additional (or weagh quality point advantages.

Directed Study

Students may take a class listed in the curriciguide as a directed study for a semester.
The student must find a faculty sponsor who wiljalthe directed study course with existing
curricula for the courses currently offered in tuericulum guide. Students will be expected to
complete the prerequisite coursework. The studeaidt snter into a syllabus agreement with the
school, if the agreement is not honored the stuchenyt be transferred to a structured curriculum.
Students interested in pursuing a directed studif apply with the Dean of Curriculum and
Instruction.

Independent Study

Students may design up to 2/3’s of their coursgtdy for an independent study for a
semester. This course is for the exceptional studbno has completed advanced prerequisite
coursework and wishes to pursue a special aregeryest. The student must find a faculty sponsor
who will supervise the independent study course Stiadent shall enter into a contract with the
school, if the contract is not honored the studeay be transferred to a structured curriculum.
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Students interested in pursuing an independeny stual apply with the Dean of Curriculum and
Instruction.

Learning Lab
Additional learning opportunities are offered te s$tudents of The Midland Academy in

which they may earn credit for academic courseslaboratory setting. Students may advance their
academic plan with permission of the Dean of Cutdm and Instruction and will be evaluated on
an individual basis.

Transfer Students

It is important for a student transferring to Theademy to make an appointment with the
Dean of Curriculum and Instruction or designeestgew course work, evaluations, and degree
completion plans. Grades do not transfer in froheptnstitutions, only credit hour equivalencies.
Some courses may transfer as elective credits bedhay do not meet the prerequisite or equivalent
to a course offered at The Academy.

Grades from transferred courses are not includezhwealculating The Academy grade point
average. Transfer credit will be removed if equewdicourse work is taken through The Academy or
any other transfer institution.

New Courses

Students may petition the Dean of Curriculum amiruction for the addition of a new
course to the Curriculum Guide. A brief descriptairproposed course content must be signed by a
minimum of 25 students who are eligible to takedberse. The feasibility of scheduling, student
selection of the course, cost and resources wiladuated with the appropriate department.

Explanation of Course Numbers

The first two or three letters in a course numberadbbreviations of the general area of the
course (EN = English, SP = Spanish, SS = Sociali&uyetc.). The first digit indicates the grade
level (9 = Grade 9, 10 = Grade 10, 11 = Grade 2% Grade 12) at which the course is usually
offered. The last digit indicates whether the ceussoffered one semester (2 marking periods), or
two semesters (4 marking periods). The H followegegain courses indicates an honors-level course
and AP following certain courses indicates an adedrplacement course.

Thus, SP104H is a Spanish course (SP), typicalsntdy sophomore’s (10); that meets all
year long (4) at the honors level (H).
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Upper School Mathematics Curriculum

6 6
Pre Algebra Introduction to Algebra
Honors Pre-Algebra Honors/Pre-AP
Introduction to Algebra
7 7

Introduction to Algebra
Honors/Pre-AP
Introduction to Algebra

Intermediate Algebra
Honors/Pre-AP
Intermediate Algebra

8
Intermediate Algebra
Honors/Pre-AP
Intermediate Algebra

8
Geometry
Honors/Pre-AP Geometry

9
Geometry
Honors/Pre-AP Geometr

9
Advanced Algebra
Honors/Pre-AP Advanced
Algebra

9
Algebra 1
Honors/Pre-AP Algebra

10 10 10
Advanced Algebra Honors Pre-Calculus Geometry
Honors Advanced Investment Strategies Honors Geometry
Algebra

11 11 11
Honors Pre-Calculus AP Calculus AB Advanced Algebra
Investment Strategies AP Statistics Honors Advanced

Algebra
12 12 12

AP Calculus AB

AP Statistics

AP Calculus BC
AP Statistics

Honors Pre-Calculus
Investment Strategies

Graduation Requirements:

Scholars Diploma = 8 creditsjgebra 1, Geometry and Advanced Algebra are requir
College Prep Diploma = 6 creditsigebra 1, Geometry and Advanced Algebra are reguir
Satisfies an AP Internatiol Diploma Requireme!
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Honors Pre-Algebra Honors Pre-Calculus and Discrete Math
Pre-Algebra Honors Investment Strategies
Honors/Pre-AP Introduction to Algebra AP Calculus AB

Introduction to Algebra AP Calculus BC

Honors/Pre-AP Intermediate Algebra AP Statistics

Intermediate Algebra AP Computer Science A and AB
Honors/Pre-AP Algebra | Math Directed Study

Algebra | Math Independent Study
Honors/Pre-AP Geometry

Geometry

Honors/Pre-AP Advanced Algebra
Advanced Algebra

Honors Pre-Algebra (MTHO84H)

Pre-Algebra (MTH084)

Pre-algebra is a rigorous one-year course thaiapes students for algebra. The
content emphasizes problem-solving, applicationd,@mmunication, and connects mathematics to
students’ lives and the real world. Integers, &g, expression, equations and graphing are
covered throughout the year.

Honors Pre-Algebra will include a more thoroughdstof algebraic functions as well as a
deeper study of all topics included in this course.
(Prerequisite: Permission of Instructor)

Honors/Pre-AP Introduction to Algebra (MTHI84H)

Introduction to Algebra (MTHI84)

This is an introductory course of Algebraic studigis course, coupled with Intermediate
Algebra constitutes the full course study of AlgebrTopics in this course will include Data and
Patterns in Algebra, Patterns with Integers, Raliddtumbers and Probability, Geometric
Applications, Addition and Subtraction in AlgebMultiplication and Division in Algebra, Solving
Equations and Inequalities, Linear Functions, Systef Equations and Inequalities, and Statistical
Applications.

Honors/Pre-AP Introduction to Algebra will includemore thorough study of algebraic
functions as well as a deeper study of all topictuided in this course.

(Prerequisite: Pre-Algebra or Permission of Ingtirjc

Honors/Pre-AP Intermediate Algebra (MTHI94H)

Intermediate Algebra (MTHI94)

This is the second course of basic Algebraic stilithis course, coupled with Introduction to
Algebra, which you should have previously takemstibutes the full course of study of Algebra I.
Topics in this course will include Functions, Eqaas, and Inequalities, Linear Functions and
Systems, Probability and Statistics, Transformati@xponents, Polynomials and Factoring,
Quadratic Equations, Radicals and Coordinate Gagneaetd Rational Functions.

Honors/Pre-AP Intermediate Algebra will include armthorough study of algebraic
functions as well as a deeper study of all topictuided in this course.

(Prerequisite: Introduction to Algebra or Pernossof Instructor)
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Honors/Pre-AP Algebra | (MTH094H)

Algebra | (MTH094)

This is a full-year course that completely coveasib Algebraic study. Topics for this course
will include Data and Patterns in Algebra, Pattexitt Integers, Rational Numbers and Probability,
Geometric Applications, Addition and SubtractionAllgebra, Multiplication and Division in
Algebra, Solving Equations and Inequalities, LinEanctions, Systems of Equations and
Inequalities, and Statistical Applications as veallFunctions, Equations, and Inequalities, Linear
Functions and Systems, Probability and StatisTicansformations, Exponents, Polynomials and
Factoring, Quadratic Equations, Radicals and CoatdiGeometry, and Rational Functions.

Honors/Pre-AP Algebra | will include a more thorbugjudy of functions and an
introduction to complex numbers, as well as a desfuely of all topics included in this course.

(Prerequisite: Pre-Algebra or Permission of Instrt)

Honors/Pre-AP Geometry (MTH104H)

Geometry (MTH104)

Students further develop mathematical writing skidlong with the logical and conceptual
development of direct and indirect proof. Studdatsis on Euclidean geometry, but are also
exposed to other forms of geometry. Transformataesntroduced early and lead to the study of
congruence. Algebra skills are utilized in measwgeniormulas of two- and three-dimensional
figures, as well as coordinate geometry proofs. Quters and calculators are available and used
when appropriate.

Honors/Pre-AP Geometry will include a deeper stoidgll topics included in this course, as
well as extending their study of transformationd aimilarity into the use of matrices.

(Prerequisite: Intermediate Algebra, Algebra Permission of Instructor)

Honors/Pre-AP Advanced Algebra (MTH114H)

Advanced Algebra (MTH114)

This course emphasizes facility with algebraic espions and forms (especially linear and
guadratic forms), powers and roots and functiorsefda@n these concepts. Students study
logarithmic, trigopnometric, polynomial and otheesjal functions both for their abstract properties
and as tools for modeling real-world situations.

Honors/Pre-AP Advanced Algebra will include a deegiady of the topics covered in this
course.

(Prerequisite: Geometry or Permission of Instrojcto

Honors Investment Strategies (MTH114HI)
(SEE ALSO SS114HI)

This course will explore personal investment sgig® including: 1)Analyze the
relationship between ethics and the law. 2) Idgmigportunity costs and the decisions making
choices using scarce resources. 3) Describe comsofas in our economy. 4) Explain importance
of productivity and factors of production. 5) Dissusupply and demand. 6) Describe the benefits of
competition. 7) Analyze the roles of imports ang@xs. 8) Explore entrepreneurial traits. 9)
Compare different types of business ownershipDifuss marketing activities, including
promotion, and their effects on pricing. 11) ldgndistribution channels. 12) Discuss how the
relationship between goods/services and needs/\maljgdetermine our standard of living. 13)
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Explore the multi-faceted arena of personal finanoeluding: banking, investing, credit, insurance
and personal taxes. 14) Discuss career opportamitiearious fields.
This course is taught at the Honors level and imillude a deep study of topics.
(Prerequisite: Advanced Algebra or Permissiomsfrlictor)

Honors Pre-Calculus and Discrete Mathematics (MTH12H)

Students will study infinite and continuous pro@ssgundamentals of basic calculus. They
will also study finite and interactive processesydamentals of computer science. Topics include:
functions, coordinate systems, vectors, limitsjidpgombinatorics and graph theory. Skills in
mathematical writing and analysis are emphasizezighout. The course provides a solid
background for students who do not continue theilysof mathematics, as well as providing a
strong foundation for study in fields of enginegriphysical sciences, social sciences, computer
science, or business.

This course is taught at the Honors level and imillude a deep study of topics.

(Prerequisite: Advanced Algebra or Permission sfrlictor)

AP Calculus AB (MTH134AB)

AP Calculus BC (MTH134BQ)

This course is primarily concerned with developing students’ understanding of the
concepts of calculus and providing experience watimethods and applications. A multi-
representational approach to calculus, with cors;epsults and problems being expressed
geometrically, numerically, analytically and veillgallechnology is used regularly by students and
teachers to reinforce mathematical relationshipsfion written work, implement experimentation
and to assist in interpreting results. Topics idela review of functions, graphs and limits;
derivatives and integrals, including the Fundamiefit@orem of Calculus and Riemann and
trapezoidal sums. Calculus BC also includes a destpdy of applications of derivatives, including
L'Héspital’'s Rule, Taylor series, polynomial appnmations and series.

This course may be taken twice for credit: onc€alsulus AB and once as Calculus BC.
Honors students may progress directly to Calculds B

(Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus and Discrete Mathermatid®ermission of Instructor)

AP Statistics (MTH134ST)

This course is designed to prepare students fohdlvanced Placement examination in
Statistics offered by the Educational Testing SeErvin May. The statistics syllabus is divided into
four major themes: exploratory analysis, plannirggualy, probability and statistical inference.
Students will use TI-86 graphics calculator andabeputer in how to interpret data. The course
will include projects where the students are exgebtd plan and perform data collection and
analysis. At least one statistics course is typiaalquired for college majors such as engineering,
psychology, sociology, health science and business.

(Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus or Permission of irettr)

AP _Computer Science A and AB (MTH134CS)
(SEE ALSO CS134AB4)

This course is to prepare students for the Advaitadement examination offered by the
College Board in May. Because the development ofpeder programs to solve problems is a skill
fundamental to the study of computer science,gelpart of the course is built around the
development of computer programs or parts of progrénat correctly solve a given problem. The
course also emphasizes the design issues thatpnadgams understandable, adaptable, and, when
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appropriate, reusable. At the same time, the dewadmt of useful computer programs is used as a
context for introducing other important concepts@mputer science, including the development
and analysis of algorithms, the development andbbifiendamental data structures, and the study of
standard algorithms and typical applications. Iditoin, an understanding of the basic hardware and
software components of computer systems and tippmsgle use of these systems are integral parts
of the course. The students will use the Java progring language for the course.

(Prerequisite: Introduction to Computer Progranton Permission of Instructor)

Math Directed Study (MTH14D2)
Students may take a class listed in the curricigurde as a directed study for a semester.

The student must find a faculty sponsor who wiljalthe directed study course with existing
curricula for the courses currently offered in thericulum guide. Students will be expected to
complete the prerequisite mathematics coursewdr&.student shall enter into a syllabus agreement
with the school, if the agreement is not honoredstudent may be transferred to a structured
curriculum. Students interested in pursuing a d@@study shall apply with the Dean of Curriculum
and Instruction.

(Prerequisite: An application to the Dean of Guulim and Instruction and agreement of faculty

member to be sponsor.)

Math Independent Study (MTH1412)

Students may design up to 2/3’s of their coursgtdy for an independent study for a
semester. This course is for the exceptional studbno has completed advanced prerequisite
coursework and wishes to pursue a special aregerest in mathematics. The student must find a
faculty sponsor who will supervise the independguatly course. The student shall enter into a
contract with the school, if the contract is nohbieed the student may be transferred to a strutture
curriculum. Students interested in pursuing anpeaeent study shall apply with the Dean of
Curriculum and Instruction.

(Prerequisite: An application to the Dean of Guriim and Instruction and agreement of faculty
member to be sponsor.)
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Upper School Computer Science Curriculum

6,7&8
Keyboarding
Introduction Computer Applications
Introduction to Web-Design

9,10,11 & 12
Computer Applications
Introduction to Computer Programming
Computer Graphics

10,11 & 12
AP Computer Science A and AB

Graduation Requirements:

Scholars Diploma = 2 credits

College Prep Diploma = 2 credits

Satisfies an AP International Diploma Requirement
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Robotics Introduction to Computer Programming
Keyboarding AP Computer Science A

Introduction to Applications AP Computer Science AB

Introduction to Web-Design Computer Science Directed Study
Computer Graphics Computer Science Independent Study

Computer Applications

Robotics (CS78ER?2)

This class will be associated with the First Legafiue. Students will learn engineering
techniques to build a robot designed to accomglishecified task. The class/team will compete
with other teams from around the area, showing thmiv robot works and completes the requested
task.

Keyboarding (CS071)

This half-year course is designed to teach studéetproper use of the keyboard. This is
achieved through the introduction of touch typikticrosoft Word is the word processing
application used. The understanding of the operaifdhe computer’s software and hardware are
also an integral part of this course. Studentsalglb produce business correspondence. Through
drills and timings, students should achieve a spéd@tween 20-40 words per minute with no more
than one error per minute. It is strongly recomnsehtthat students practice outside of the classroom
by reviewing the lesson introduced during the day.

Introduction to Computer Applications (CS081)

This course teaches and practices various feabfitee word processor, spreadsheet and
presentation tools in the context of other cordskstudents will use these software tools torlear
and reinforce basic writing and math concepts. Bhdbpics focus on developing writing skills,
including basic grammar and sentence structur@eisas essay and report writing. Informative
narrative, descriptive and persuasive writing an@g the purposes of writing included. Math
topics include the use of formulas, order of opers, statistical analysis and graph interpretation
Computer skills will be taught and reinforced thghaut. Elementary computer concepts and
vocabulary will also be introduced to help studgmrepare for future computer science courses.

Introduction to Web-Design (CS091)

The purpose of this course is to learn about tbegss of developing web sites. This course
will take a user-centered approach to designing sitels and will focus on the entire lifecycle of a
web site, from the idea of creating a web sitegulgh requirements gathering, conceptual design,
physical design, testing, and implementation.

By the end of the semester, students should be@blefine a web site mission and target
user population; collect the user requirementafaeb site; conceptually design an appropriate
page and site design; write the code to implemeavelasite.

Computer Graphics (CSG092)
SEE ALSO (VAC112)

This one-semester course will present a wide-rafgerrent topics in digital art, including
digital photography, manipulation of photographd graphics with computers and the preparation
of digital files for publication.
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Computer Applications (CSA92)

This one-semester course stresses building arehdkpg skills in using a variety of current
software packages, including Microsoft Office skapplications. The focus of the course is on
understanding both the basic and the creative pateri various tools so that the student can apply
these tools, and their successors, to future adadauojects. Units will include work with Word,
Excel, PowerPoint and Internet Usage. Additiondhg students will learn fundamental use and
operation of computers and the Midland Academy netwThe ethical use of computers is stressed.
Computer Applications is a pre-requisite for upfesel core courses.

Introduction to Computer Programming (CS104)

Students will continue their study of algorithm dpment, as well as study and compare
famous algorithms that others have used to solkiewsaproblems. Students will practice basic
control structures: sequential, conditional ancetijon (iteration and recursion). Variables, agay
and other basic data structures will be used; atbastructures will be introduced in concept.
Elementary computer programming skills will be deped in an object-oriented language
environment. Effective programming practices anddystyle will be emphasized.

(Prerequisite: May be taken as co-requisite winpssion of instructor.)

AP Computer Science A (CS13AA4)

Students will study program design, program impletagon, program analysis, standard
data structures, standard algorithms and compyseerss. Students will receive an introduction to
topics taught in Computer Science AB but will netriequired to implement all advanced structures
and algorithms. Students will take the Computee&oe A Advanced Placement Test at the end of
the year. This course may be co-taught with AP QdempScience AB.

(Prerequisite: Introduction to Computer Programming

AP _Computer Science AB (CS13AB4)
(SEE ALSO MTH134CS)

Students will continue their study of program dasigrogram implementation, program
analysis, standard data structures, standard #igwiand computer systems. Advanced topics
include heaps, priority queues, operations on dynalata structures, hashing, heap, sort and time &
space analysis. Students will take either the Caengicience ABr Computer Science A
Advanced Placement Test at the end of the yean aposultation with the instructor. This course
may be co-taught with AP Computer Science A.

(Prerequisites: Introduction to Computer Prograngnéither AP Computer Science A or
permission of instructor.)

Computer Science Directed Study (CS14D2)
Students may take a class listed in the curricigurde as a directed study for a semester.

The student must find a faculty sponsor who wiljalthe directed study course with existing
curricula for the courses currently offered in thericulum guide. Students will be expected to
complete the prerequisite computer science coundewbe student shall enter into a syllabus
agreement with the school, if the agreement ifoabred the student may be transferred to a
structured curriculum. Students interested in pagsa directed study shall apply with the Dean of
Curriculum and Instruction.

(Prerequisite: An application to the Dean of Guuiim and Instruction and agreement of faculty

member to be sponsor.)

©June 2011 Page 37



Upper School Curriculum Guide

Computer Science Independent Study (CS1412)

Students may design up to 2/3’s of their coursgtdy for an independent study for a
semester. This course is for the exceptional studbno has completed advanced prerequisite
coursework and wishes to pursue a special aregarest in computer science. The student must
find a faculty sponsor who will supervise the indieg@ent study course. The student shall enter into a
contract with the school, if the contract is nohbieed the student may be transferred to a strutture
curriculum. Students interested in pursuing anpeaeent study shall apply with the Dean of
Curriculum and Instruction.

(Prerequisite: An application to the Dean of Gurhim and Instruction and agreement of faculty
member to be sponsor.)
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Upper School Science Curriculum

6
Physical Science
7
Biology 1
Honors/Pre-AP Biology 1
8
Chemistry 1
Honors/Pre-AP
Chemistry 1
9 9 9
Physics 1 Biology 2 Biology 1
Honors Biology 2 Honors/Pre-AP Biology 1
10 10 10
AP Biology Chemistry 2 Biology 2
AP Chemistry Honors Chemistry 2 Honors Biology 2
Physics 2 Chemistry 1
Honors/Pre-AP Chemistry
11 10 11
AP Biology Physics 1 AP Biology
AP Chemistry Honors/Pre-AP Physics 1 Chemistry 2
AP Physics Current Science Issues*| Honors Chemistry 2
Physics 1
Honors/Pre-AP Physics 1
Current Science Issues*
12 12 12
AP Biology AP Biology Biology 2
AP Chemistry AP Chemistry Honors Biology 2
AP Physics AP Biology
Chemistry 2

Honors Chemistry 2
AP Chemistry
Physics 2

Honors Physics 2

Graduation Requirements:
Scholars Diploma = 6 creditBjology and Chemistry or Physics are required
College Prep Diploma = 6 crediBiplogy and Chemistry or Physics are required
Satisfies an AP International Diploma Requirement
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Food Science Chemistry 2

Physical Science Physics 2

Honors/Pre-AP Biology 1 Current Science Issues
Biology 1 AP Biology

Honors/Pre-AP Chemistry 1 AP Chemistry

Chemistry 1 AP Physics

Honors/Pre-AP Physics 1 Science Directed Study
Physics 1 Science Independent Study
Biology 2

Food Science (SCI56EF2)

As the Rally’'s commercial says, “Ya gotta eat!” g everyone likes to eat, but what is it
that we are eating? We will look very closely atdoits basic chemistry, how cooking and
preserving foods changes them, how small differemceecipes can make big differences in taste,
and much more. To do this we will have to cook same taste some in class. Homework may
involve testing recipes at home. We will learn sarhemistry, physics, and biology of the foods we
eat, as well as a better appreciation for theradtstience of cooking. The goal is to enjoy leagnin
about the science that makes good food possible.

Physical Science (SCI084)

In the sixth grade science course students dewlamderstanding of important science
concepts, processes and ideas in the areas afdifdy and physical science. At the beginning ef th
year, students become acquainted with the prog&dississed to carry out scientific investigation.
These skills (observing, communicating, measumogyparing, contrasting, organizing, classifying,
analyzing, inferring, hypothesizing and predictiag¢ emphasized throughout the course.
Independent and group work in experimental desgronducted on a regular basis.

Students will be called upon to predict the changeone population in a food web on other
populations as wells as the role of humans in therenment (or effect on the environment) and
how we benefit from plant and animal materials. Pphgsical sciences will be more prominent by
expanding upon waves and vibrations, changes itemaind matter and energy. The students will
also explore the hydrosphere and the atmospherweaither.

Honors/Pre-AP Biology 1 (SCI094H)

Biology 1 (SCI094)

This science course is a combination of life soeeand a small amount of earth and space
science. Science is a thought process and thetaves and principles are learned through the
scientific method. Experiments, note taking andingiare the tools of this process.

The focus of the science course will be primattlg life sciences including an in-depth study
of cells. Students will explain why and how seldcseecialized cells are needed by plants and
animals as well as explaining how multi-cellulagamisms grow, based on how cells grow and
reproduce. Additionally, students will be calleconpto classify major groups of organisms to the
kingdom level. Hereditary will be another major itopovered where students will describe how the
characteristics of living things are passed onuglhogenerations and how heredity and the
environment may influence/determine characteristfan organism. Students will also be exposed
to how new traits might become established in aufaaon and how species become extinct. The
evolutionary theory will be covered briefly as asfehe theories regarding present and past life
forms. In addition to biological sciences, studenils study the geological history of the earth and
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how technology changes the surface of the earth.sbhar system, galaxy and universe will also be
topics covered in the earth and space portionisoctiurse.

This course is designed to provide students waldpplications of scientific concepts to
prepare them for success in the College Board™ Ack@ Placement science program. Students
who excel in this course as well as the Introdyc@hnemistry course will be prepared for the AP
Biology course.

Students taking Honors/Pre-AP Biology 1 will be eg{ged to take on more challenging
problems and will cover roughly one additional satbf material per chapter.

Honors/Pre-AP Chemistry 1 (SCI104H)

Chemistry 1 (SCI104)

This science course is primarily comprised offthgsical sciences. Science is a thought
process and theories, laws and principles aredearough the scientific method. Experiments,
note taking and writing are the tools of this psxe

Students will apply waves and vibrations in regaalhow we see colors of objects and
describe other waves in terms of their propertiéatter and energy will comprise a significant
portion of this course where the students will iifgrproperties of common families of elements,
explain how elements differ in terms of the struatyparts and electrical charges of atoms and
describe the arrangement and motion of moleculsslids, liquids and gases. Students will study
the changes that occur in matter by describing comamemical changes in terms of properties of
reactants and products. Further study of chemltahges will deal with the breaking of bonds and
the rearrangement of atoms to form new substamdgsmass is conserved in physical and chemical
changes and how heat transfer is involved in chemgmatter and energy.

Motions of objects will be another major topic eo®d in this course. Students will
gualitatively describe and compare motion in twmeisions and relate motion of objects to
unbalanced forces in two dimensions. The non-combaces exerted by magnets, electrically
charged objects and gravity will also be coverddctc current will be used to create magnetic
fields and the students will apply this principle.

This course is designed to provide students wadlapplications of scientific concepts to
prepare them for success in the College Board™ Acke Placement science program. Students
who excel in this course will be prepared for tHe @hemistry course.

Students taking Honors/Pre-AP Chemistry 1 will Rpexted to take on more challenging
problems and will cover roughly one additional satbf material per chapter.

Honors/Pre-AP Physics 1 (SCI114H)

Physics 1 (SCI114)

This course initially concentrates on Newtonian Neacs, including motion and forces.
Other topics include wave theory, sound, lightctleity, magnetism, heat and thermodynamics.
These skills are developed within a framework thates the descriptive or theoretical aspects of
physics, problem solving and laboratory investigadi

Students taking Honors/Pre-AP Physics will be etgubto take on more challenging
problems and will cover roughly one additional satbf material per chapter.

(Prerequisite: Advanced Algebra [concurrent nobmemended] or Permission of Instructor)

Biology 2 (SCI124B)
The course stresses cell structure and functi@amt @ind animal evolution, physiology and
biochemistry, genetics and anatomy. The first séenesvers the cell, biochemistry, nutrition and
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ecology. The second semester stresses the divargltgimilarity of the plant and animal kingdoms,
development, physiology and genetics. Some topgsavered in class and students are expected to
cover other parts of the syllabus through outsedeling.

(Prerequisite: Biology 1 or Permission of Instrugto
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Chemistry 2 (SCI124)

Content includes assimilating descriptive (factuad theoretical) information about
substances, predicting chemical and physical ptigsenf elements and compounds based on
structure, using problem-solving strategies to yaebuantities during chemical reactions and
correlating laboratory observations with factudbmnation learned in lecture.

(Prerequisite: Chemistry 1, Advanced Algebra omi#gsion of Instructor)

Current Science Issues (SCI10CI2)

This one semester course focuses on using cuciemice related issues to generate interest
and inquiry as well as social reflection on the a&tipof science. Each unit will start with an
introduction by the teacher, an outside speakeginarticle followed by longer class discussion
based on student current knowledge. Then studeptsate into different subtopic groups and plan
and conduct an inquiry into the topic. Groups widn and decide on individual assignments,
correlate the results, and share the result of gtedies with the class. Then the unit wraps up @i
class discussion and individual reflection papEsgensive use of books, magazines, and journals is
planned as well as routine in class use of intamsurces. While students will not typically be
generating the data for this course, they will lakimg extensive use of available online data. The
focus will be on using reliable scientific sources.

Physics 2 (SCI124P)

This course covers mechanics, electricity and mizggmen depth. This is a problem-solving
course. Students are encouraged to dwell not anpecific formulae, but also on the important
concepts of the course including energy, momentarog diagrams and field of force. The topics
covered in the course are linear and rotationarkiatics and dynamics, harmonic motion,
gravitation, electrostatics, electric currents, nagdatics and electromagnetic induction.

(Prerequisite: Physics 1, Pre-Calculus or Permissfdnstructor)

AP Biology (SCI134B)

Advanced Placement Biology is a full-year collegedl elective. The course of study is
patterned closely on the suggested syllabus cAtlvanced Placement program in biology. Twelve
labs required by the AP Curriculum to form the badithe laboratory experience. Student teams do
the laboratory work and data sheets are handeat igréding.

The course stresses cell structure and functi@amt gind animal evolution, physiology and
biochemistry, genetics and anatomy. The first séenesvers the cell, biochemistry, nutrition and
ecology. The second semester stresses the divargltgimilarity of the plant and animal kingdoms,
development, physiology and genetics. Some topgEsavered in class and students are expected to
cover other parts of the syllabus through outsedeling.

(Prerequisite: Biology 1, Chemistry 1 or Permissabinstructor)

AP Chemistry (SCI134C)

Advanced Placement Chemistry is a full-year colleyel elective that is commensurate
with a fast paced course taught at the collegd.l®VRile calculus is not required, students should
possess good problem-solving skills and an aliitgerform numerous algebraic operations on
calculators with exponential, log x and i/x keyan@nt includes assimilating descriptive (factual
and theoretical) information about substances,iptiad chemical and physical properties of
elements and compounds based on structure, usibepr-solving strategies to analyze quantities
during chemical reactions and correlating labosatdrservations with factual information learned in
lecture.
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(Prerequisite: Chemistry 2, Advanced Algebra orotmrent or Permission of Instructor)

AP Physics (SCI134P)

AP Physics is a college-level course covering meicisaelectricity and magnetism in depth.
This course is appropriate for those who are intentb major in engineering, mathematics,
physics, or chemistry in college. Calculus is uge@ problem-solving tool for the entire course.
This is a problem-solving course. Students are @wraged to dwell not only on specific formulae,
but also on the important concepts of the coursliding energy, momentum, force diagrams and
field of force.

The topics covered in the course are linear aratiostal kinematics and dynamics, harmonic
motion, gravitation, electrostatics, electric categg magnostatics and electromagnetic induction.

(Prerequisite: Physics1, concurrent AP CalculuBemimission of Instructor)

Science Directed Study (SC114D?2)
Students may take a class listed in the curricigurde as a directed study for a semester.
The student must find a faculty sponsor who wiljalthe directed study course with existing
curricula for the courses currently offered in thericulum guide. Students will be expected to
complete the prerequisite science coursework. Tudest shall enter into a syllabus agreement with
the school, if the agreement is not honored th@estumay be transferred to a structured curriculum.
Students interested in pursuing a directed studif apply with the Dean of Curriculum and
Instruction.
(Prerequisite: An application to the Dean of Guutim and Instruction and agreement of faculty
member to be sponsor.)

Science Independent Study (SCI1412)

Students may design up to 2/3’s of their coursgtdly for an independent study for a
semester. This course is for the exceptional stuabo has completed advanced prerequisite
coursework and wishes to pursue a special aragearest in science. The student must find a faculty
sponsor who will supervise the independent studysm The student shall enter into a contract with
the school, if the contract is not honored the etiidnay be transferred to a structured curriculum.
Students interested in pursuing an independeny stoal apply with the Dean of Curriculum and
Instruction.

(Prerequisite: An application to the Dean of Guutim and Instruction and agreement of faculty
member to be sponsor.)
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Humanities
The field of Humanities is concerned with humanutjiat, culture and interaction. We are
taking an interdisciplinary approach in our Englistd Social Studies program. The focus will be on
literature, art history, cultural history, philodgpand music, with some attention to dance, theater
arts and film. The interdisciplinary method of stigdresses the relationship all of these studigs ha
in describing the human experience. The variouspliaes are all concerned with human values,
beliefs and emotions and with the way in which éhae expressed through human creations.

Supplemental Reading
The following supplemental reading list has beemeftély designed to provide students with

the literary background to advance a student’staldd understand and analyze literature. Thisiéist
designed to be voluntary and students are straeglynmended to read works written by these
authors during the summer months and during vacsitio

6th Grade
Avi, James and Christopher Collier, Karen Cushrdames Herriot, E.L. Konigsburg, Madeleine
L’Engle, Gail Carson Levin, L.M. Montgomery, PhgllReynolds Naylor, Elizabeth George Speare,
R.L. Stevenson, Elizabeth Coastsworth.

7th Grade
Susan Cooper, Katherine Paterson, Benjamin Frgri&tephen Crane, Robert Frost, E. St. Vincent
Millay, Charles Dickens, Edith Hamilton, Jane AustBatricia Wrede.

8th Grade
Nathaniel Hawthorne, Phyllis Wheatley, J.F. Cooenerson, J. Thurber, E. Hamilton, Emily
Bronte, Percy Shelley, John Keats, William BlakeB&rrett Browning, Lord Byron, Washington
Irving, Homer, Thornton Wilder.

9th Grade
Louis L’Amour, Alex Haley, Maya Angelou, Pearl BydRarper Lee, J.D. Salinger, Saul Bellow,
W. Saroyan, Kurt Vonnegutt, Jr., Toni Morrison, AlRaton, Mary Shelley, Jonathan Swift.

10th Grade
Thoreau, Edgar Allen Poe, Walt Whitman, Emily Dicken, F.S. Fitzgerald, Thomas Hardy,
Hemingway, Steinbeck, Tennessee Williams, ArthuliévliE. O’Neill, Charlotte Bronté&, Zora
Neale Hurston, Henrik Ibsen, George Orwell, Sopéscl

11th Grade
Geoffrey Chaucer, Emily Dickinson, Alice Walker, ifean Melville, William Shakespeare,
Voltaire, Gwendolyn Brooks, T.S. Eliot, Seamus HagrDylan Thomas, Kate Chopin, Richard
Wright, Sandra Cisneros, Ralph Ellison, William Hawer, Henry James, Leo Tolstoy, Virginia
Woolf.

12th Grade
S.T. Coleridge, Tolstoy, Oliver Goldsmith, GeorgerBard Shaw, DeTocqueville, Martin Luther
King, Jr., John Locke, Plato, Winston Churchill,icra Achebe, Margaret Atwood, Joseph Conrad,
Fyodor Dostoyevsky, Joseph Heller, Aldous Huxleynés Joyce, Franz Kafka, Gabriel Garcia
Marquez, Toni Morrison, Tim O’Brien, Amy Tan, DarAdighieri.
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Upper School Language Arts Curriculum

6

American Literature
Honors/Pre-AP American
Literature

7
Literature Reflecting
Heritage |
Honors/Pre-AP Literature
Reflecting Heritage |

174

8
Literature Reflecting
Heritage Il
Honors/Pre-AP Literature
Reflecting Heritage |l

174

9
Fundamentals of English
Honors/Pre-AP
Fundamental of English
English Communication*

9
Fundamentals of English
Honors/Pre-AP
Fundamental of English

English Communication f

9
Fundamentals of English
Honors/Pre-AP
Fundamental of English
English Communication

10
Expository Writing
Honors Expository
Writing
English Communication

10
Expository Writing
Honors Expository
Writing
English Communication

k

10
Expository Writing
Honors Expository
Writing
English Communication
Forensics*

11 10 11
AP English Literature British Literature* Creative Writing*
AP English Language Honors British Lit.* Technical Writing*
American Literature* Forensics*
Honors American Lit.*
World Literature*
Honors World Lit.*
12 12 12

AP English Language
AP English Literature

Creative Writing*
Technical Writing*
AP English Literature

British Literature*
Honors British Lit.*
American Literature*
Honors American Lit.*
World Literature*
Honors World Lit.*
AP English Language
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English Communication should be taken during th& fivo years of high school.
*These courses are one semester in length.

Graduation Requirements:
Scholars Diploma = 8 credits + English Communiaatio
College Prep Diploma = 8 credits + English Commatién
Satisfies an AP International Diploma Requirement
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Literature courses will develop an in-depth undarding of the literary terms used to interpret
literature in different ways. A major focus will be analyze and evaluate literature as a
representation of the human experience. This telimout the world will also tell us about ourselves
and the values and ideas which are common to eplartplace and time as well as those that tend
to encompass large numbers of groups of peopletower

Honors/Pre-AP American Literature & Honors British Literature
Advanced Essay Writing British Literature
American Literature & Advanced Essay WritingHonors American Literature
Honors/Pre-AP Literature Reflecting Our American Literature

Common and Cultural Heritage Part | Honors World Literature
Literature Reflecting Our Common and CulturaWorld Literature

Heritage Part | Honors Creative Writing
Honors/Pre-AP Literature Reflecting Our Creative Writing

Common and Cultural Heritage Part I Honors Technical Writing
Literature Reflecting Our Common and Culturallechnical Writing

Heritage Part Il English Communication
Honors/Pre-AP Fundamentals of the English Forensics

Language AP English Literature and Composition
Fundamentals of the English Language AP English Language and Composition
Honors Expository Writing and Contemporary Graduation Thesis

Literature English Directed Study

Expository Writing and Contemporary Literatur&nglish Independent Study

Honors/Pre-AP American Literature & Advanced EssayWriting (LA704H)

American Literature & Advanced Essay Writing (LA074)

This two-semester course includes representativAserican writers from various
historical periods for consideration of their siggance in historical, literary and philosophical
contexts. Selections will be representative ofoauasifictional genres. In addition, course time will
be devoted to detailed readings of representatorgsvfrom Shakespeare as a dramatist.

Students taking Honors/Pre-AP American Literatuilelve expected to complete additional
writing assignments and will cover additional reegdmaterial.

Honors/Pre-AP Literature Reflecting Our Common andCultural Heritage Part | (LA084H)

Literature Reflecting Our Common and Cultural Herit age Part | (LA084)

This two-semester course will focus on literatwetested to provide a historicized world
experience. The course is designed as an intrantutdicritical reading, writing and thinking.
Students will study literary interpretation. Seiens will be representative of various fictional
genres. In addition, course time will be devotedétailed readings of representative works from
Shakespeare as a dramatist.

Students taking Honors/Pre-AP Literature Reflectihg Common and Cultural Heritage
Part | will be expected to complete additional imgtassignments and will cover additional reading
material.
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Honors/Pre-AP Literature Reflecting Our Common andCultural Heritage Part Il (LA094H)

Literature Reflecting Our Common and Cultural Herit age Part 11 (LA094)

This two-semester course will include represengatiof American and European writers
from various historical periods. The course wilbyide a more intense look at literary problems,
analysis, themes and periods with an emphasis amRticism and Realism.

In addition, course time will be devoted to detditeadings of representative works from
Shakespeare as a dramatist. Required readingbendlkamples of Western world literature form the
Anglo-Saxon period through the18entury. Reading selections will include myth,ded, epic,
drama and fictional prose.

Students taking Honors/Pre-AP Literature Reflectihg Common and Cultural Heritage
Part Il will be expected to complete additionaltung assignments and will cover additional reading
materials.

(Prerequisite: LROCACH Part | or Permission of lastor)

Honors/Pre-AP Fundamentals of the English Lanquagd A104H)

Fundamentals of the English Language (LA104)

This course requires students to practice cormachmar to enhance their writing skills.
Frequently and with increasing sophistication, teegeriment with writing in different formats,
including formal and informal essays, creative iwgtand journals. Vocabulary and vocabulary
skills are stressed as well. Student will read laadh to appreciate the various genres of American
and British literature: the short-story, the nowzma, poetry and various forms of non-fiction.

Students taking Honors/Pre-AP Fundamentals of tigdi€h Language will be expected to
complete additional writing assignments and wil@oadditional reading materials.

Honors Expository Writing and Contemporary Literatu re (LA114H)

Expository Writing and Contemporary Literature (LA1 14)

The central purpose of this course is to trainestiislin the basic modes of exposition:
description, comparison-contrast, extended definjtand argument in general. To this end, the
critical essay based on the course readings igrthalent form of writing assignment, although
teachers occasionally assign other forms, likgpfrsonal essay and story. The literature readein th
course will be primarily contemporary. Vocabulandapecified grammar topics are studied. The
basic class mode is discussion; students are exgexparticipate. Teachers may also assign oral
presentations and ask student to work togethenadlggroup projects.

Students taking Honors Expository Writing and Camerary Literature will be expected to
complete additional writing assignments and wiN@oadditional reading materials.

(Prerequisite: Fundamentals of the English Langwaid@ermission of Instructor)

Honors British Literature (LAB122H)

British Literature (LAB122)

This one semester course is a chronological sumegh examines central literary works of
the British Isles. Beyond a strong focus on litgnamovements such as Romanticism and Realism,
students are encouraged to examine literature ghrawariety of approaches

Extensive instruction and practice in writingvesll as an intensive review of usage, enable
students to become clear, concise and correctrariéelditional foci of the course are development
of an expanded vocabulary and preparation for gelentrance exams.
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Students taking Honors British Literature will bgected to complete additional writing
assignments and will cover additional reading maler
(Prerequisite: Expository Writing and Contemporiitgrature or Permission of Instructor)

Honors American Literature (LAE122H)

American Literature (LAE122H)

This one semester course is a chronological sumegh examines central literary works of
western civilization, especially America. Beyondteong focus on literary movements such as
Romanticism and Realism, students are encouragexainine literature through a variety of
approaches

Extensive instruction and practice in writing,vesll as an intensive review of usage, enable
students to become clear, concise and correctrariéelditional foci of the course are development
of an expanded vocabulary and preparation for gelentrance exams.

Students taking Honors American Literature willdbgected to complete additional writing
assignments and will cover additional reading maler

(Prerequisite: Expository Writing and Contemporiitgrature or Permission of Instructor)

Honors World Literature (LAW122H)

World Literature (LAW122)

This one semester course focuses upon initiallywupgthology, legends, folklore, and epic
literature from around the world. The latter pdrtree semester will be a survey, using a thematic
approach of major non-western authors

Students taking Honors World Literature will be egfed to complete additional writing
assignments and will cover additional reading maler

(Prerequisite: Expository Writing and Contemporiitgrature or Permission of Instructor)

Honors Creative Writing (LAC122H)

Creative Writing (LAC122)

This one semester creative writing course is tesigo give those students with advanced
language abilities an opportunity to study workgjefat authors and their literary techniques. The
students will pursue their own talents, testingrtbeeativity as they produce their own work.
Students will create a portfolio of their work gmerhaps submit some of their efforts for
publication.

Students taking Honors Creative Writing will be egfed to complete additional writing
assignment and will cover additional reading matseri

(Prerequisite: Expository Writing and Contemporhaiterature or Permission of Instructor)

Honors Technical Writing (LAT122H)

Technical Writing (LAT122)

This is a one semester course designed to expadenss to the elements of technical
writing. This course will cover importance of auate needs, precise language, message formats,
the use of graphics and collaborative teaming topmmse a written product. Students will receive
instruction on the concepts of the course; theyindlividually practice concepts to reach mastery;
and, then within a student team, apply the condepisdocument created for a selected ‘client.’

Students taking Honors Creative Writing will be egfed to complete additional writing
assignment and will cover additional reading matseri
©June 2011 Page 49




Upper School Curriculum Guide

(Prerequisite: Expository Writing and Contemporiitgrature or Permission of Instructor)

English Communication (LAS092)

This semester course prepares the student fomattore, persuasive and entertaining public
speech. Students prepare a series of presentatidnsvaluate other’s presentations as they analyze
the differences between interpersonal, small gangpublic communication.

Forensics (LAF102)
(SEE ALSO TH10202)

This one semester theatre course offers studesttsiction to the theory and practice of
competitive debate and speech with the aim of pegjea for interscholastic competition. The
course objectives may include, but are not limteeddemonstrate the ability to understand and
articulate opinions on matters of ethics, morakiyg philosophy from several major perspectives;
build basic library and on-line research skillsegsary to the preparations for in class and
tournament debates and other public speaking aieSygain awareness of academic literature
related to matters of ethics, morality, and phifdsg write persuasive essays that synthesize
evidence and rest on sound logic; orally commueitathe public using rhetoric that is
authoritative, persuasive and honest; give highigrmative, organized, and poised speeches with
limited preparation time; evaluate the argumentstbérs crucially and formulate reasoned rebuttals
to those arguments; appreciate issues relatecetetktics of advocacy and proper source material
attribution, and utilize proper research, advocaay attribution techniques in all in-class and
tournament presentations; demonstrate understaoélihg artistic skills involved in the oral
interpretation of literature; gain an aestheticrapjation for oratory and the oral interpretatidn o
literature.

AP _English Literature and Composition (LA134APT)

This AP English Literature and Composition cousstaught as a college level course and is
designed to engage students in the careful readidgritical analysis of imaginative literature. A
generic approach to such detailed reading invalve®xperience of literature, the interpretation of
literature and the evaluation of literature. Akk#ie aspects of reading are important for an APseour
in English Literature and Composition and eachesponds to an approach to writing about literary
works.

Writing to experience a literary work may involveitimg response and reaction papers along
with annotation, free writing and keeping some faia reading journal. Writing to interpret a
literary work involves analysis and interpretateomd may include writing brief focused analyses on
aspects of language and structure. Writing to etala literary work involves making and
explaining judgments about its artistry and explgrits underlying social and cultural values
through analysis, interpretation and argument.

(Prerequisite: Expository Writing and Contemporhaiterature or Permission of Instructor)

AP English Lanqguage and Composition (LA134APG)

This AP English Language and composition coursaught as a college level course and is
designed to engage students in becoming skillsersaaf prose written in a variety of periods,
disciplines and rhetorical contexts and in beconskitied writers who compose for a variety of
purposes. The course will allow students to writa variety of forms (narrative, exploratory,
expository and argumentative) and on a varietyubjexts from personal experiences to public
policies, from imaginative literature to populaitave. The over-arching purpose of this writing
course is to enable students to write effectively eonfidently in their college courses across the
curriculum and in their professional and persoivad. As befitting a college level course, the
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purpose of this course is to enable students theemplex texts with understanding and to write
prose of sufficient richness and complexity to caminate effectively with mature readers.

The AP Language and Composition course assumesttiigents already understand and use
Standard English grammar. The intense concentratidanguage use in this course should enhance
their ability to use grammatical conventions bgbprapriately and with sophistication as well as to
develop stylistics maturity in their pose.

(Prerequisite: Expository Writing and Contemporiitgrature or Permission of Instructor)

Graduation Thesis Projects (LAGT1202)
(SEE ALSO GT1202)

The Graduation Thesis Project (GTP) provides arodppity to acquire knowledge that is
new to the student outside of the traditional ¢lass-based curriculum. The GTP also provides an
occasion for students to improve their life-longrleng skills. Through this project students will
heighten their use of research, writing and orakpntation skills. Overall, the GTP provides
Academy students further opportunity to practiaggaal thinking and problem solving in an
independent learning situation. Students can e@aguiage credits for this course or they can satisfy
their graduation thesis requirement.

English Directed Study (LA14D2)
Students may take a class listed in the curriciguide as a directed study for a semester.
The student must find a faculty sponsor who wiljalthe directed study course with existing
curricula for the courses currently offered in tuericulum guide. Students will be expected to
complete the prerequisite English coursework. Thdent shall enter into a syllabus agreement with
the school, if the agreement is not honored theestumay be transferred to a structured curriculum.
Students interested in pursuing a directed studif apply with the Dean of Curriculum and
Instruction.
(Prerequisite: An application to the Dean of Guriim and Instruction and agreement of faculty
member to be sponsor.)

English Independent Study (LA1412)

Students may design up to 2/3’s of their coursgtdy for an independent study for a
semester. This course is for the exceptional studbo has completed advanced prerequisite
coursework and wishes to pursue a special areaeyest in English. The student must find a faculty
sponsor who will supervise the independent studysm The student shall enter into a contract with
the school, if the contract is not honored the ettidnay be transferred to a structured curriculum.
Students interested in pursuing an independeny stual apply with the Dean of Curriculum and
Instruction.

(Prerequisite: An application to the Dean of Gurhim and Instruction and agreement of faculty
member to be sponsor.)
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Upper School Social Studies Curriculum

6
Western Hemisphere
Honors/Pre-AP Western
Hemisphere

7
Eastern Hemisphere
Honors/Pre-AP Eastern
Hemisphere

8
American History
Honors/Pre-AP American

Government*/Economics
Honors Government*/

Government*/Economics
Honors Government*/

History
9 9 9
World History World History World History
Honors/Pre-AP World Honors/Pre-AP World Honors/Pre-AP World
History History History
10 10 10

Government*/Economics
Honors Government*/

xr

Constitutional Studies*

Economics* Economics* Economics*

11 11 11
United States History Psychology*/Sociology* Music History*
Honors United States Honors Psychology*/ Honors Investment
History Sociology* Strategies*
Honors Investment Honors Investment
Strategies* Strategies*
AP United States History| Honors United States

Constitutional Studies*

12 12 12
AP Government and AP United States History| Psychology*/Sociology*
Politics: Comparative Music History* Honors Psychology*/
AP World History Honors United States Sociology*

*These courses are one semester in length.

Graduation Requirements:

Scholars Diploma = 6 credit§overnment, Economics, World History and US Histary required
College Prep Diploma = 6 creditSpvernment, Economics, World History and US Histary required
Satisfies an AP International Diploma Requirement
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Honors/Pre-AP Western Hemisphere Honors Psychology

Studies Psychology

Western Hemisphere Studies Honors Sociology

Honors/Pre-AP Eastern Hemisphere Sociology

Studies Honors United States Constitutional
Eastern Hemisphere Studies Studies

Honors/Pre-AP American History to 1877 Honors Investment Strategies
American History to 1877 Music History

Honors/Pre-AP World History/Current Honors United States History
Issues United States History

World History/Current Issues AP United States History

Honors Government AP Government and Politics: Comparative
Government AP World History

Honors Economics Social Studies Directed Study
Economics Social Studies Independent Study

Honors/Pre-AP Western Hemisphere Studies (SS074H)

Western Hemisphere Studies (SS074)

This course traces the development of Western tyoitan the classical period to the
present. The students will gain an overview offiheple, events and ideas of ancient Greece and
Rome, medieval civilization and the RenaissanceR&fdrmation. They will also concentrate the
Industrial Revolution and the rise of modern idegés and the World Wars of the"26entury.
Emphasis is placed upon the development of researdhwriting skills, critical evaluation of
primary and secondary sources and effective exipress ideas.

Students taking Honors/Pre-AP Western Hemispherei&t will be expected to complete
additional writing assignments and will cover agtdial reading material.

Honors/Pre-AP Eastern Hemisphere Studies (SS084H)

Eastern Hemisphere Studies (SS084)

This is a survey course that covers the geograplgions and people of such locations as
Eastern Europe, India, Egypt, China and Japancdbese will examine the lives of the people
during ancient times and their development into enodivilizations. This course will cover such
topics as geography and demography, history, psjiphilosophy, religion and arts and literature.
Students will examine change through political andial evolution and revolution, from
civilizations’ ancient past to their present coiwdis. Emphasis for learning will be in the area of
research and writing, class discussion and presemsa effective note taking, critical reading and
small group activities

Students taking Honors/Pre-AP Eastern Hemispherdiet will be expected to complete
additional writing assignments and will cover agtdial reading material.

Honors/Pre-AP_American History to 1877 (SS094H)

American History to 1877 (SS094)
This course is organized chronologically and covergrican history from early times to
1877. Concepts stressed include political, cultaral economic history. Skills stressed are reading
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for main ideas, summarizing and organizing infotiorgtbuilding vocabulary, library resources,
map and graphics skills, small group interactiayedoping speaking and discussion skills and
understanding cause and effect.

Students taking Honors/Pre-AP American History Wwélexpected to complete additional
writing assignments and will cover additional resgdmaterial.

Honors/Pre-AP World History/Current Issues (SS104H)

World History/Current Issues (SS104)

The emphasis of this course will be on an in-depthew of pre-history to early modern
times. The content area will cover the Enlightentpemiod through the world today. Students will
encounter the difficult problems and decisions dalog real people of the past and make connections
between past and current issues. Students wilidenkow historical events have influenced their
lives and discover some of the fascinating recgrpatterns of history across the centuries and in
current events.

Students will study world literature to make corti@ts between current issues and
problems of the past. Advanced compositions wiltlbeeloped in which students consider how
historical events have influenced their lives and/tistorical trends have caused changes in
people’s ways of thinking and living

Students taking Honors/Pre-AP World History/Currssues will be expected to complete
additional writing assignments and will cover agial reading material.

Honors Government (SS112HG)

Government (SS112G)

This one semester course evaluates the AmericaManigan Constitution and the
interpretations that have shaped the documente g catification. The evolution of the American
and Michigan political system is studied, as aeettiree branches of government and the role of the
American people in governance.

Students taking Honors Government will be expetezbmplete additional writing
assignments and will cover additional reading mailter

(Prerequisite: World History/Current Issues or Piesimon of Instructor)

Honors Economics (SS112HE)

Economics (SS112E)
This semester course covers various economic sgsdachtheories. It deals with the
choices behind the ways in which individuals, firnmelustries and governments allocate talents and
resources to best meet their desires and needs.
Students taking Honors Economics will be expeatecbimplete additional writing
assignments and will cover additional reading malter
(Prerequisite: World History/Current Issues or Piesimon of Instructor)

Honors Psychology (SS112HP)

Psychology (SS112P)

This one semester course is designed to expodendtuto many of the underlying principles
of psychological theory. Topics include child demhent, learning theory, expectancy, individual
differences, gender differences, intelligence assest, and psycho-pathology. The students are
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exposed to a number of different learning stylesugh the use of oral presentations, debate, short
papers and lecture material.
Students taking Honors Psychology will be expettecbmplete additional writing
assignments and will cover additional reading malter
(Prerequisite: World History/Current Issues or Pissmn of Instructor)

Honors Sociology (SS112HS)

Sociology (SS112S)

This one semester course will introduce studensotiology using an eclectic approach that
is tied together by systematically highlighting taspects of social change. The change or contrast
between social life organized around personal, caonahrelations and social life organized around
impersonal, association relations and the ongaaegakprocesses and implications they have for life
in the twenty-first century. While focusing on @l thinking, the course encourages students to
think about tomorrow and the next century from ei@ogical viewpoint.

Students taking Honors Sociology will be expecteddmplete additional writing
assignments and will cover additional reading mailter

(Prerequisite: World History/Current Issues or Piesimon of Instructor)

Honors United States Constitutional Studies (SS112E)

This course is a study of the creation, applicataord viability of the United States

Constitution. Students explore the historical ahdigsophical origins of the document in an effart t
understand the Constitution's original intent andent usage. This course also focuses on the
Constitution's evolution by examining the interptetn of the Constitution during the changing
social and political climates of the United States.
Topics and Objectives include: Historical Origirfidtte United States Constitution, Philosophical
Origins of the United States Constitution, The Gibason, Sum and Parts, Amendments to the
Constitution, Bicameral Legislature, Three Branabie&overnment, Judicial Review, Judicial
Power, and the United States Constitution.

This course is taught at the Honors level and imillude a deep study of topics.

Honors Investment Strategies (SS114HI)
(SEE ALSO MTH114HI)

This course will explore personal investment sgig® including: 1)Analyze the
relationship between ethics and the law. 2) Idgmgportunity costs and the decisions making
choices using scarce resources. 3) Describe comsotas in our economy. 4) Explain importance
of productivity and factors of production. 5) Dissusupply and demand. 6) Describe the benefits of
competition. 7) Analyze the roles of imports angaxs. 8) Explore entrepreneurial traits. 9)
Compare different types of business ownershipDifuss marketing activities, including
promotion, and their effects on pricing. 11) ldgndistribution channels. 12) Discuss how the
relationship between goods/services and needs/\matgdetermine our standard of living. 13)
Explore the multi-faceted arena of personal finanneluding: banking, investing, credit, insurance
and personal taxes. 14) Discuss career opportsrmitiearious fields.

This course is taught at the Honors level andiwdlude a deep study of topics.

(Prerequisite: Advanced Algebra or Permissiomefrlictor)

Music History (SS112M)
(SEE ALSO MH112)
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This one-semester course will introduce the histdmnusic from early monophonic forms
to twentieth century “classical” styles. Orchestratl vocal music by the masters will illustrate the
Baroque, Classical and Romantic periods as we#. @ihphasis will be on listening. Additionally,
the students will survey musical instruments andinality throughout non-Western civilizations.
Students who play classical repertoire on theirrimsents, as well as other interested students, are
encouraged to take this class.
(Prerequisite: Government and Economics or Peronssi Instructor)

Honors United States History (SS124H)

United States History (SS124)

The regular course in U.S. History focuses on timeldmental issues and themes of our
national development. The course will cover théofeing major eras in American history: the
colonial period, the revolutionary period, the garhtional period, the ante-bellum period, the Civi
War and Reconstruction, the emergence of modernridmehe two World Wars and the Cold Warr,
and the domestic scene since 1945. Learning aesvitclude reading from both primary and
secondary sources, critical writing, role-playifioms, computer simulations, lectures and frequent
in-class discussion. A major research paper isrgooitant course requirement.

Students taking Honors U.S. History will be expddi® complete additional writing
assignments and will cover additional reading malter

(Prerequisite: Government and Economics or Peromsy Instructor)

AP _United States History (SS134AP)

The content areas emphasized in Advanced Placdumited States History include the
American Revolution, the drafting of the Constibuiti the formation of the political parties,
Jacksonian democracy, the agricultural and indalsvolutions, the Civil War and Reconstruction,
Progressivism, the Great Depression and the New D&ald War 1l, the Cold War and the
development and decline of the post-World Wartdétal ideology.

While the course is in part a survey of United &dtistory, its primary focus is to develop
the skills necessary to appreciate good histoneting, to read and understand mature historical
narrative, to interpret primary sources and toeniritelligently on historical issues. The introdant
of students to the literature of United Statesdnysis fundamental. Students are required to read
conflicting interpretation of selected events,afiact on the differences in interpretations and to
assess the reasons for the differences.

Projects requiring the use of primary sources titewristory are featured each semester. In
the second semester, each student is expectedparprfor the Advanced Placement Examination in
United States history and to do the necessarymdséar a major term paper.

(Prerequisite: Government and Economics or Peronssh Instructor)

AP Government and Politics: Comparative

Students in this course will be provided with aalgtical perspective on government and
politics in the United States. This course inclubdeth the study of general concepts used to irgérpr
U.S. politics and the analysis of specific examp&secifically, students will explore and analyze
the constitutional underpinnings of the U.S. goweent; political beliefs and behaviors, political
parties; interest groups, and mass media; ingiitatof national government; public policy; and kivi
rights and civil liberties.

(Prerequisite: Government and Economics or Peronssh Instructor)
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AP World History

The purpose of this course is to develop greatderstanding of the evolution of global
processes and contacts, in interaction with diffetgpes of human societies. This understanding is
advanced through a combination of selective fadtnalvledge and appropriate analytical skills.
The course highlights the changes in internatitnaaheworks and their causes and consequences, as
well as comparisons among major societies. Theseoowilds on an understanding of cultural,
institutional and technological precedents thatnglwith geography, set the human stage.

(Prerequisite: Government and Economics or Peromssi Instructor)

Social Studies Directed Study (SS14D?2)
Students may take a class listed in the curriciguide as a directed study for a semester.

The student must find a faculty sponsor who wiljalthe directed study course with existing
curricula for the courses currently offered in tuericulum guide. Students will be expected to
complete the prerequisite social studies coursewidr& student shall enter into a syllabus
agreement with the school, if the agreement isoabred the student may be transferred to a
structured curriculum. Students interested in pagsa directed study shall apply with the Dean of
Curriculum and Instruction.

(Prerequisite: An application to the Dean of Guriim and Instruction and agreement of faculty

member to be sponsor.)

Social Studies Independent Study (SS1412)

Students may design up to 2/3’s of their coursgtdy for an independent study for a
semester. This course is for the exceptional studbno has completed advanced prerequisite
coursework and wishes to pursue a special aregeyest in social studies. The student must find a
faculty sponsor who will supervise the independguatly course. The student shall enter into a
contract with the school, if the contract is nohbieed the student may be transferred to a strutture
curriculum. Students interested in pursuing anpeaeent study shall apply with the Dean of
Curriculum and Instruction.

(Prerequisite: An application to the Dean of Gzutum and Instruction and agreement of faculty
member to be sponsor.)

©June 2011 Page 57



©June 2011

Upper School Curriculum Guide

Upper School Spanish Curriculum

6
Spanish 1A
Honors/Pre-AP Spanish 1A
7
Spanish 1B
Honors/Pre-AP Spanish 1B
8
Spanish 2
Honors/Pre-AP Spanish 2
9 9
Honors Spanish 3 Spanish 1
Spanish Literature* Honors/Pre-AP Spanish 1
10 10
Honors Spanish 4 Spanish 2
Spanish Literature* Honors/Pre-AP Spanish 2
11 11
AP Spanish Language Honors Spanish 3
Spanish Literature*
12
Honors Spanish 4
Spanish Literature*

*These courses are one semester in length.

Graduation Requirements:
Scholars Diploma = 6 credits“3ear proficiency of the same language
College Prep Diploma = 4 credits“gear proficiency of the same languag

Satisfies an AP International Diploma Requirement
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Honors/Pre-AP Spanish 1A Honors Spanish 3

Spanish 1A Spanish 3

Honors/Pre-AP Spanish 1B Spanish Literature*
Spanish 1B Honors Spanish 4
Honors/Pre-AP Spanish 1 Spanish 4

Spanish 1 AP Spanish Language
Honors/Pre-AP Spanish 2 Spanish Directed Study
Spanish 2 Spanish Independent Study

Honors/Pre-AP Spanish 1A (SPN09A4H)
Spanish 1A (SPNO9A4)

This course introduces students to the fundameotalsmmunicating in a foreign language.
The vocabulary presented in this course centermdrthemes that reflect the daily life of a typical
student, home and school life. The grammaticatsires are fairly basic- articles, noun/adjective
agreement, subject pronouns, present tense comngaif regular and some irregular verbs, as well
as simple idiomatic expressions. Students areialsaduced to cultural aspects of the Spanish-
speaking world.

Honors/Pre-AP students will be expected to comp@dtiitional work in reading, writing,
speaking and listening.

Honors/Pre-AP _Spanish 1B (SPN0O9B4H)

Spanish 1B (SPNO9B4)
This course is offered to students who have sutidgssompleted
the 1A course and provides the student with opputites to build on the
communications and comprehension skills developed/¢ar before.
Follow through on previously taught vocabulary tlesmgrammatical
structures and cultural awareness is an importpea of this program. New grammar includes
conjugations of irregular present tense verbs,le@gund irregular preterit conjugations, present
progressive verb conjugations, object pronounsaaiitional idiomatic expressions. In
combination, Spanish IA and IB are equivalent tar8gh 1. By the end of this sequence of study,
students will have attained basic skills in spegkiistening, reading and writing in Spanish.
Honors/Pre-AP students will be expected to comg@dtitional work in reading, writing, speaking
and listening. (Prerequisite: Spanish 1A)

Honors/Pre-AP Spanish 1 (SPN094H)

Spanish 1 (SPN094)

This course is a beginning level course that intoed students to the fundamentals of
language learning. The vocabulary themes preseatit®a students to be conversant about various
aspects of their own lives. Grammatical structaresbasic: the present, present progressive and
preterit tense, subject and object pronouns, adgscand various idiomatic expressions. In addjtion
students will gain a general understanding andesgagaiion of Hispanic cultures. By the end of the
course, students will have attained basic skilleeading, writing, speaking and listening.

Honors/Pre-AP students will be expected to comg@dthtional work in reading, writing,
speaking and listening.
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Honors/Pre-AP _Spanish 2 (SPN104H)

Spanish 2 (SPN104)

This course is an intermediate course that buitdge communication and comprehension
skills that were developed in Level I. Vocabulasyresented through a variety of communicative
settings to allow students to perform in practgiaations such as doctor visits, shopping, phone
calls, family celebrations and asking for and givdirections. Students learn the majority of Sganis
grammar in Level Il. This includes many verb tengads, object pronouns, comparisons and
idiomatic verb phrases. Cultural lessons providégimt into specific aspects of Hispanic cultures.
On completion of Level I, students will be ablecmmmunicate effectively in a variety of
communicative situations.

Honors/Pre-AP students will have higher expectatiorgrammar and will write a research
paper on the Hispanic culture.

(Prerequisite: Spanish 1)

Honors Spanish 3 (SPN114H)

Spanish 3 (SPN114)

This course is an advanced intermediate coursestitestses proficiency in each of the
communication skills. The level of vocabulary isyadced and is taught through definitions in Spanish
and recognition of synonyms, antonyms and relatedisy The grammar reviews many structures from
the previous years of study, but at a higher le¥@lpplication. This course is reading-based amd us
magazine articles, newspapers, poetry, essayd,stbaes and other cultural readings as the fotiowla
for skill enhancement in all areas of communicatibime goal of this course is to enable students to
function in Spanish with a high level of accuraog groficiency.

Spanish Il Honors is meant to challenge regular$gh 11l. The basic text is the same, but the
pace is accelerated and the expectations higherHbnors class at this level begins to read liteeat

(Prerequisite: Spanish 2)

Spanish Literature (SPNL112)
This one semester course focuses on exploringhideage of Spanish literature. Students will
study and analyze unabridged works by major autbib8pain and Spanish America. Students must
be able to follow lecture in Spanish, as well agigpi@ate in discussions on literary style and eort
and express critical opinions in correct Spanish.

(Pre-Requisite: Spanish 2 or permission of instm)c

Honors Spanish 4 (SPN124H)

Spanish 4 (SPN124)

This course is an advanced course designed foestsigvho have mastered Level 11l and
wish to further develop their language skills. Qualsof this course are to provide students with
opportunities to broaden their vocabulary, streagttheir skills in advanced grammar structure and
increase their knowledge of the Spanish-speakingdwBmphasis is placed on impromptu speaking
and writing. Reading and listening comprehensidividies provide specific exposure to the
literature, history and culture of Spain and Lamerica.

Spanish IV Honors students write several essaysdoas the short stories they read in the
second semester.

(Prerequisite: Spanish 3)
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AP Spanish Language (SPN134)

This is taught as a college level course. This A&g@m in Spanish Language is intended
for those who have chosen to perfect their praficyein all four language skills. The course seeks t
develop skills that are useful in themselves amadl ¢an be applied to various activities and
disciplines rather than the mastery of a speciflgect. Students who enroll should have a strong
knowledge of the language and culture of the Spasyeaking people and should have attained a
high level of proficiency in listening, speakingading and writing.

(Prerequisite: Spanish 4 or Spanish 3 with spee@mmendation)

Spanish Directed Study (SPN14D2)
Students may take a class listed in the curriciguide as a directed study for a semester.
The student must find a faculty sponsor who wiljalthe directed study course with existing
curricula for the courses currently offered in tuericulum guide. Students will be expected to
complete the prerequisite Spanish coursework. Tudest shall enter into a syllabus agreement with
the school, if the agreement is not honored theestumay be transferred to a structured curriculum.
Students interested in pursuing a directed studif apply with the Dean of Curriculum and
Instruction.
(Prerequisite: An application to the Dean of Gurhim and Instruction and agreement of faculty
member to be sponsor.)

Spanish Independent Study (SPN14IS)

Students may design up to 2/3’s of their coursgtdy for an independent study for a
semester. This course is for the exceptional studbno has completed advanced prerequisite
coursework and wishes to pursue a special aregeyest in Spanish. The student must find a
faculty sponsor who will supervise the independguatly course. The student shall enter into a
contract with the school, if the contract is nohbieed the student may be transferred to a strutture
curriculum. Students interested in pursuing anpeaeent study shall apply with the Dean of
Curriculum and Instruction.

(Prerequisite: An application to the Dean of Guriim and Instruction and agreement of faculty
member to be sponsor.)
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Upper School Fine Arts Curriculum

Visual Arts Music Theater
6,7 &8 6 6,7 &8
Introduction to Art | Intermediate Band Foundations in Theater |
6,7&8 7&8 6,7&8
Introduction to Art Il Middle School Band Foundations in Theater |
6,7 &8 7&8 6,7 &8
Introduction to Art IlI Middle School Band Foundations in Theater
[l
9,610,11 & 12 9,10,11 & 12 9,610,111 & 12
Foundations of Art | Upper School Band Theater Arts
Design | Ensemble Acting Methods
Form & Space | Jazz Band Stage Craft
Foundations of Art Il Music History Theater History
Design | Choir Advanced Acting
Form & Space Il Strings Ensemble Forensics
Computer Graphics Percussion Ensemble
Video Production Music Theory and
Composition

Graduation Requirements:

Scholars Diploma = 5 credits*

College Prep Diploma = 5 credits*

*No more than three (3) creditsay be taken in any one discipline to satisfy taguirement
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Visual Arts
Painting Murals Design |
Cartooning & Clay Animation | & I Design |l
2 Dimensional Art | & Il Form and Space |
3 Dimensional Art | & II Form and Space I
Graphic Design | Computer Graphics
Video Production Video Production
Introduction of Art I, II, & 1l Art Directed Study
Foundations of Art | Art Independent Study

Foundations of Art Il

Painting Murals (VAS6EM2)

Students will be involved in all aspects of cregtinmural. Students will prepare, design,
paint and finish a mural project. It will be theidénts’ responsibility to devise problem-solving
strategies as they move through each aspect girthect. Students will work together as a team to
develop ideas, strategies and solutions. Studalitalgo consult with the teacher and consider the
theme, location, size and design of the mural.

Cartooning and Clay Animation | & Il (VAS6EC?2) (VA7 8EC2)

This course provides an introduction to basic tesples and principles of cartooning.
Specific drawing instruction will be given to suppoartoon illustration techniques for course
projects. Students will participate in the creafiwecess: brainstorming, creating thumbnail
sketches, rough drafts and final projects. Stugetit also be taught about the process of clay
animation. Students will brainstorm plot ideas dedign character sketches, storyboards and sets.
Students will use modeling clay to build their creers. Underneath strong directional lights,
students will use digital cameras to create "stgfion” animation. These photos will then be
imported and edited into films with sound and ottrexative ideas.

2 Dimensional Art | & Il (VAS6E2D2) (VA78E2D2)

Students are exposed to a wide variety of techsigmean exploratory level. This course will
cover the essentials of drawing, line, shape aihat.cBrojects may include portraiture, perspective
and painting. Art history and the place of artamtemporary society will be studied.

3 Dimensional Art | & 1l (VA45E3D2) (VA78E3D2)

Students will explore various basic techniquesre&ting three-dimensional objects. This
course will cover the fundamentals of dimensioriiee, value, form and space. Students will learn
about shape, dimension and abstraction with meltipédia. Art history and the place of art in
contemporary society will be studied.

Graphic Design (VAS6EG?2)

This is an introductory class to show students kiswal arts and technology come together.
We will explore the ever-expanding possibilitiesloé creation and uses of pop art with technology.
Students will be working with graphics, images phdto manipulation.

Video Production (V78EVP2)
Explore the technology, timing and tasks needextdate a visual presentation that will
fascinate your audience. Learn how to start witldaa and take it through the process of planning,
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producing, editing, screening and presenting. Qlarsfour camera angle, props, location and
background, lighting and sound. Teamwork and caatjmer are necessary for success.

Introduction of Art | (VAO71)

Students are exposed to a wide variety of teclasigun an exploratory level. This course will
cover the basics of drawing, line, shape and cdloe. students will explore graphite, paint, ink and
pastels. Art history and the place of art in comgerary society are studied.

Introduction of Art Il (VA081)

Students are exposed to a wide variety of teclasigun an exploratory level. This course will
cover texture, value, form and space. The studeititexplore more advanced techniques and
medias. Art history and the place of art in conterapy society are studied.

Introduction of Art Il (VA091)

Students are exposed to a wide variety of techsigmean exploratory level. This course will
cover perspective, figures, portraiture and abstmacMultiple mediums will be used including clay,
wire, acrylic paint and charcoal. Art history ahe fplace of art in contemporary society are studied

Foundations of Art | (VAA92)

This one-semester course explores the world oCanirse material covers the humanities of
where art originates in personalities and cultuireshis exploration the students will explore and
examine the interrelationship among the politioaligious, economic and cultural aspects of major
historical periods, beginning with Prehistoric thgh Renaissance.

Foundations of Art Il (VAA102)

This one-semester course will continue the explamaof the world of art. In this exploration
students will examine the interrelationships amtrggpolitical, religious, economic and cultural
aspect of each period through study of past sad@nd painting of Baroque through abstraction art
movements.

Design | (VAD102)

This course is a one-semester class consistingaofidg and painting applications. All work
is two-dimensional, i.e. on a flat surface. Studemitl learn and apply basic drawing techniques,
color theory and the elements of art to their w@&tudents are exposed to the following: pencil, pen
and ink; tempera and watercolor paints; coloreccpamd chalk. Each lesson is designed with
specific criteria, but each allows the studentsative abilities to flourish. A sketchpad is suggds
and weekly assignments are required.

Design 11 (VAD112)

Students will add to their two-dimensional skill$is is a one-semester class to explore
more advanced drawing techniques such as creatitigyés and drawing the figure in proportion.
Students will experience more watercolor techniquresdiscover acrylic paints. At this level, self
evaluation becomes part of the students’ thinkiregesses as they complete each assignment.
Weekly assignments are required and a sketchbamlgigested.

Form and Space | (VAF102)

This one semester class expands into three-dimeadgiesign: pottery, sculpture and fibers.
Hand-built clay pieces using specific methods, npdéters and weaves. Students will develop an
awareness of how three-dimensional forms fit imdotemporary society. Weekly assignments may
be required.
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Form and Space Il (VAF1A2)

For a semester, students will build their threeatisional skills in pottery using the coil, slab
and wheel throwing methods. More advanced levetsolpture, plaster and paper will be
introduced. Weekly assignments may be required.

Computer Graphics (VAC112)
SEE ALSO (CSG092)

This one-semester course will present a wide-rafgerrent topics in digital art, including
digital photography, manipulation of photographd graphics with computers and the preparation
of digital files for publication.

Video Production (VAP10202)

This semester course is designed to introduce stside the world of video production and
digital video editing. Students will be requiredd®monstrate competency in camera operation,
script writing, lighting, audio recording and videditing. Students may have the opportunity to
create video projects for clients within the braacl@mmunity. The course objectives which students
will learn may include, but are not limited to: di literacy, by learning the basics of video
communication and how to influence an audience;atstmate competency in all three areas of
video production; pre-production (planning), protimie and post-production (editing); apply
problem solving skills in planning, creating andkesating quality video productions; demonstrate
an understanding of basic camera functions, basieeca shots, lighting techniques and audio
recording techniques; learn and demonstrate knaeled effective visual composition; learn and
demonstrate knowledge of general video editingriggles; demonstrate an ability to critique the
strengths and weaknesses of video productions.

Art Directed Study (VA14D2)
Students may take a class listed in the curriciguide as a directed study for a semester.

The student must find a faculty sponsor who wiljalthe directed study course with existing
curricula for the courses currently offered in tuericulum guide. Students will be expected to
complete the prerequisite art coursework. The stusleall enter into a syllabus agreement with the
school, if the agreement is not honored the stuchanyt be transferred to a structured curriculum.
Students interested in pursuing a directed studif apply with the Dean of Curriculum and
Instruction.

(Prerequisite: An application to the Dean of Guriim and Instruction and agreement of faculty

member to be sponsor.)

Art Independent Study (VA1412)

Students may design up to 2/3’s of their coursgtdy for an independent study for a
semester. This course is for the exceptional studbno has completed advanced prerequisite
coursework and wishes to pursue a special aregearest in art. The student must find a faculty
sponsor who will supervise the independent studysm The student shall enter into a contract with
the school, if the contract is not honored the ettidnay be transferred to a structured curriculum.
Students interested in pursuing an independeny stoal apply with the Dean of Curriculum and
Instruction.

(Prerequisite: An application to the Dean of Guriim and Instruction and agreement of faculty
member to be sponsor.)
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Music
Intermediate Band Jazz Band
Middle School Band Percussion Ensemble
Choir Music History
Strings Ensemble Music Theory and Composition
Upper School Band Music Directed Study
Ensemble Music Independent Study

Intermediate Band (MIB4)
Students grow in their knowledge and practice aidbausic by performing and describing

assigned music compositions. Specific instrumesdatepts such as proper fingering and playing

techniques, communication, balance and score asales studied. Students are required to

document and maintain a consistent practice schexiuivell as complete 0

performance tests. (%

Middle School Band (MMSB4) $
Students grow in their knowledge and practice eidb@ausic by

performing and describing assigned music compastiSpecific

instrumental concepts such as proper fingeringmawing techniques, %

communication, balance and score analysis areestu8tudents are required

to document and maintain a consistent practicecadbes well as complete

performance tests.

$
Choir (MCC4)
In Choir students continue the study of music ne@adkills and begin (% o
rudimentary music theory (scales and modes, keyasiges, rhythmic
patterns, meter signatures, primary triads), sgiding and history.

Strings Ensemble (MSE4)

This program is built around the instrumentatiorstoing instruments.
Music is selected based on individual strengthk @it emphasis on achieving the best musical
balance possible. This group may perform at spewi@hts, assemblies and concerts. Students may
participate in appropriate workshops and ensenthbgsform from this group to participate in the
Solo and Ensemble Festival.

Upper School Band (MUSB4)

Students grow in their knowledge and practice aidbausic by performing and describing
assigned music compositions. Specific instrumesdatepts such as proper fingering and playing
techniques, communication, balance and score asayes studied. Students are required to
document and maintain a consistent practice schexivell as complete performance tests.

Ensemble (ME2)

This is the performing ensemble for all advaneetrumental players. The ensemble
rehearses and performs standard repertoire andl ensaimble literature. This class also devotes
time to harmonic structures and their functionlestponventions of historical periods, the
implications for the performer, theory and histdPyano players, string players and band
instrumentalists are welcome. Every aspect of omeisicianship is stressed. Learning a new or
different instrument can be done by arrangemerit thie instructor.
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Jazz Band (MJB2)

Jazz Band gives music students an opportunity varazk their musical reading skills and
begin expanding beyond the written page throughrawvipation. Students will be exposed to many
forms of this American folk music and its histofhey will learn about the theory behind the music
and how it is constructed. Students will be givem dpportunity to perform at various functions at
school and in the community, to show others whey tiave learned and how much fun jazz is to

play.

Percussion Ensemble (MPE112)

Percussion Ensemble provides students an opportiongxplore percussion instrument
performance and composition. Students will be eegde many forms of music and history. They
will learn about the music theory and how musicasstructed. Students will be given the
opportunity to perform at various functions at salhend in the community.

Music History (MH112)
SEE ALSO (SS112M)

This one-semester course will introduce the histdmnusic from early monophonic forms
to twentieth century “classical” styles. Orchestratl vocal music by the masters will illustrate the
Baroque, Classical and Romantic periods. The enmphalé be on listening. Additionally, the
students will survey musical instruments and muisyjcdnroughout non-Western civilizations.
Students who play classical repertoire on theirrimsents, as well as other interested students, are
encouraged to take this class.

Music Theory and Composition (MTC114)

Students will develop basic skills in theory, irgilug reading in treble and bass clefs,
rhythmic notation in simple and compound meter,anand relative minor keys, transposition and
intervals and triads. Music lovers of all backgrdsinwvill discover the joy of composition.
Fundamentals of composition and theory are intreduc an integrated and logical way, with
emphasis on unlocking the secrets of harmony. Hestioperiods of western music will be explored
for their unique styles and replicated by studémtsugh their unique compositions.

Music Directed Study (MSC14D?2)
Students may take a class listed in the curricigurde as a directed study for a semester.

The student must find a faculty sponsor who wiljalthe directed study course with existing
curricula for the courses currently offered in thericulum guide. Students will be expected to
complete the prerequisite music coursework. Thdestushall enter into a syllabus agreement with
the school, if the agreement is not honored th@estumay be transferred to a structured curriculum.
Students interested in pursuing a directed studif apply with the Dean of Curriculum and
Instruction.

(Prerequisite: An application to the Dean of Guutim and Instruction and agreement of faculty

member to be sponsor.)

Music Independent Study (MSC1412)

Students may design up to 2/3’s of their coursgtdly for an independent study for a
semester. This course is for the exceptional stuabo has completed advanced prerequisite
coursework and wishes to pursue a special aregearest in music. The student must find a faculty
sponsor who will supervise the independent studysm The student shall enter into a contract with
the school, if the contract is not honored the etiidnay be transferred to a structured curriculum.
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Students interested in pursuing an independeny stual apply with the Dean of Curriculum and
Instruction.
(Prerequisite: An application to the Dean of Guriim and Instruction and agreement of faculty
member to be sponsor.)
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Theater
Shakespearian Theatre | & Il Stage Craft
Foundations in the Theater | History of Theater
Foundations in the Theater Il Advanced Acting
Foundations in the Theater Il Forensics
Theater Arts Theater Directed Study
Acting Methods Theater Independent Study

Shakespearian Theatre | & Il (TH56ES2 & TH78ES2)

“The play’s the thing!” If you agree, join us inqatucing some of Shakespeare’s most
famous works. This course is a natural extensfaupliterature curriculum in which we study his
plays, and a marvelous opportunity for enrichm®&hit.the world’s a stage...” so come and play
your part!

Foundations in the Theater | (THO71)

In the middle school, the drama curriculum wikkfis on developmental activities that are
process oriented. The work will continue skill diegament in the content areas of relaxation,
imagination, concentration, movement and pantomsgeaeses motions, voice and dialogue,
improvisation, characterization and group-createanétizations. Other areas explored will be stage
production elements such as lighting, sceneryuoosty and makeup design, speaking, preparing
and delivering the informative speech and interpeasrelationships.

Foundations in the Theater 11 (TH081)

The following areas will be explored in the sevegtade: stage movement techniques,
training the senses, expressing emotions in drameénes, the actor and radio, television and the
movies, character study, staging the scripted sueimg the voice to interpret the script and theate
history. Projects may include activities such agetlgping original pantomimes, performing more
complex movement tasks, sensory exploration amairigg using the voice to interpret the script,
portraying emotions in improvised and scripted ssemriting, performing and taping an original
television project, in-depth character study, meradion and presentation of scripted scenes.

Foundations in the Theater 11l (TH091)

In the eighth grade, exploration of the contenaardgegun in seventh grade will be studied in
more depth and detail. This will include movememd anime techniques, training the voice,
motivating the scene using the senses and emotwakjating the play, understanding Twentieth
Century theater, preparing the audition monologteging scripted group scenes and playwriting,
developing and producing original works.

$
Theater Arts (THTA102) )

This course offers intensive study of theatricaldurction,
from acting and directing to technical design ardfgrmance.
Students form a production ensemble, with a codivergoal of
presenting their work in a showcase format.

Acting Methods (THAM102)

Building on the exploration of theatre as a dramatt conducted in the Foundations of
Theatre course, Acting | is a “hands-on” class tidltallow students to develop self-confidence,
independence and challenge their thinking proce3$esugh an in-depth look at the acting process,
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students will engage in different acting styles drstiplines to develop a method of portraying
characters on stage.

Stage Craft (THSC112)

In this course, students will develop understanding appreciation of, the work that goes on
behind the scenes in any stage production. Studelhtse able to design and execute a technical
plan for a stage presentation.

History of Theater (THHT112)

This course provides a survey study of the devety of modern theater, with a focus on
production styles, acting styles, theater strucéune the role of the audience in each historical
period. Class activities will include lecture, impisational exercises and the performance of
selected excerpts from indicative plays of givenquks.

Advanced Acting (THAA122)

This class continues the study of playwrights amactudes with a performance. The class
works in all areas of production, from the choi¢stwow to costume and prop design to the final
production.

Forensics (THF10202)
(SEE ALSO LAF102)

This one semester theatre course offers studesttsigtion to the theory and practice of
competitive debate and speech with the aim of pegjea for interscholastic competition. The
course objectives may include, but are not limteeddemonstrate the ability to understand and
articulate opinions on matters of ethics, morakiyg philosophy from several major perspectives;
build basic library and on-line research skillsessary to the preparations for in class and
tournament debates and other public speaking aiesygain awareness of academic literature
related to matters of ethics, morality, and phifdsg write persuasive essays that synthesize
evidence and rest on sound logic; orally commueitathe public using rhetoric that is
authoritative, persuasive and honest; give highigrimative, organized and poised speeches with
limited preparation time; evaluate the argumentstbérs crucially and formulate reasoned rebuttals
to those arguments; appreciate issues relatecettetktics of advocacy and proper source material
attribution, and utilize proper research, advocaay attribution techniques in all in-class and
tournament presentations; demonstrate understaoéihg artistic skills involved in the oral
interpretation of literature; gain an aestheticrapjation for oratory ad the oral interpretation of
literature.

Theater Directed Study (TH14D2)
Students may take a class listed in the curriciguide as a directed study for a semester.
The student must find a faculty sponsor who wiljalthe directed study course with existing
curricula for the courses currently offered in tuericulum guide. Students will be expected to
complete the prerequisite theater coursework. Tindesit shall enter into a syllabus agreement with
the school, if the agreement is not honored theestumay be transferred to a structured curriculum.
Students interested in pursuing a directed studif apply with the Dean of Curriculum and
Instruction.
(Prerequisite: An application to the Dean of Gurhim and Instruction and agreement of faculty
member to be sponsor.)
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Theater Independent Study (TH1412)

Students may design up to 2/3’s of their coursgtdy for an independent study for a
semester. This course is for the exceptional studbno has completed advanced prerequisite
coursework and wishes to pursue a special aregeyest in theater. The student must find a faculty
sponsor who will supervise the independent studysm The student shall enter into a contract with
the school, if the contract is not honored the ettidnay be transferred to a structured curriculum.
Students interested in pursuing an independeny stual apply with the Dean of Curriculum and
Instruction.

(Prerequisite: An application to the Dean of Gurhim and Instruction and agreement of faculty
member to be sponsor.)
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Physical Education Program

Physical Education 1 (PEQ71)

Physical education in the Middle School is a ti@ors from creative movement exploration
in Lower School to individual and team sport skillie skills are used in active game situations to
enhance individual physical fitness, which is tbeecof the program. In each unit, students are
instructed in proper warm-up procedures that inelsitletching and basic calisthenics, skills
techniques, game strategies and cool-down or rietexactivities.

Physical Education 2 (PE081)

Physical education in the Middle School is a ti@ors from creative movement exploration
in Lower School to individual and team sport skillie skills are used in active game situations to
enhance individual physical fitness, which is tbeecof the program. In each unit, students are
instructed in proper warm-up procedures that inelsitletching and basic calisthenics, skills
techniques, game strategies and cool-down or rietexactivities.

Physical Education 3 (PE091)

Physical education in the Middle School is a ti@ors from creative movement exploration
in Lower School to individual and team sport skillie skills are used in active game situations to
enhance individual physical fitness, which is tbheecof the program. In each unit, students are
instructed in proper warm-up procedures that inelsitletching and basic calisthenics, skills
techniques, game strategies and cool-down or rietexactivities.

US Physical Educationl1 (PE102)

Physical education is designed to teach studesis bkills in both team and individual sports.
Learning teamwork and sportsmanship, as well asulles of different sports, is an integral part of
the physical education program.

US Physical Education 2 (PE112)

Physical education is designed to teach studesis bkills in both team and individual sports. §hi
more advanced physical education course may focwpecific activities (for examples, dance,
conditioning, soccer, basketball...). Learning teamiand sportsmanship, as well as the rules of
different sports, is an integral part of the phgbmducation program.

Skills Preparations

Skills Management (SM092)

This class is designed to instruct students irtebkniques and provide the opportunity to
practice the management of academic skills to fdatare academic success. Topics that will be
presented may include study skills, reading stiagg@cademic cooperation, time management and
peer tutorial.

Curricula Vitae (CVMS04) (CVHS04)

The purpose of homeroom is to provide time durimgday for mentoring of students. The
course objectives may include, but are not limtedprimary communication mechanism of school-
wide information; homeroom teachers will coordinedatract related issues for students (including,
blue/gold/white point collection; overall goal $etf for student-led conferences); student-led
conference invitations will be made during homerpstadents weekly email progress reports to
their parents; provide instruction and time ford&mts to maintain curricula vitae; provide
instruction and opportunity for students to maimtan overall academic portfolio.
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Life Skills (LS102)

This course is designed to encourage responsiblegyadults to make informed choices.
Topics may include First Aid/CPR, goal setting,@atment planning, time management,
cooperation, friendship building, team buildingadership, and college preparation (including
college application process, interviews and essagiege and campus comparatives and career
explorations. Students who complete certificatioarses including (but not restricted to) hunter’s
safety, flying license and/or boater’s safety mpglg these courses to their life skills class. @igs
speakers are invited to address the above subfedensive on-line educational research and
simulations may be utilized.

Master Student (LS112)

Becoming a Master Student is a student developowmnse designed to help each student
acquire the skills necessary to be successfukafiege student. These skills range from improving
study habits to acquiring effective strategiestiime and money management. In addition, this
course provides a number of worthwhile life skdigch as tips on eating right, exercising, and
critical thinking. Perhaps even more importanthys tcourse focuses on helping students understand
and come to know themselves better as well as ghirayieach student with time tested strategies to
not only improve their college experience but tpiove their life as a whole. This is accomplished
throughout the semester by eliminating common yaauttd negative mindsets and replacing them
with positive and effective action oriented thinginn um, this course is about empowering the
college student to succeed in school, at work ariide.
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GRADUATION THESIS PROJECTS (GT1202)
SEE ALSO (LAGT1202)

Either The Team Graduation Thesis Project (TTRherindependent Graduation Thesis
Project (ITP) is a legitimate route for a studenathieve a Midland Academy Diploma of Higher
Distinction. These routes will be defined more ctetgdy below.

Seniors in the Honors program or those seekin@tmelars Diploma are expected to select
the ITP or the updated version of the TTP (seé&dlescription below). All other seniors are
expected to complete the TTP*. Either selectioamisquired, graded course for graduation from the
Midland Academy. The selection will be recordedioa transcript and will impact the student’s
grade point average. The Academy schedules numehaagpoints to aid the student in developing,
undertaking and fulfilling the requirements for gedected route. Students will earn a letter gfade
each marking period and each semester, therebingame credit for the successful project.

* After completing the 10 page position paper aadipipating in the team debate, the
possibility exists for a senior within the TTP &e& special permission for transfer into the ITP. |
permission is granted by the Thesis Committeep#rgcipant will then be required to upgrade the
position paper to 15 pages and must schedule ddefense of that paper.

TEAM OR INDEPENDENT THESIS SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERIES
SIMILARITIES

Both the Independent Thesis and the Team Thesiggrs are designed to provide
opportunities for our Senior students to acquine keowledge that is outside the traditional,
classroom-based curriculum.

Both programs provide incentive for the Senior etid to practice, focus and hone critical
thinking expertise and complex problem-solving iibs. These are indispensable lifelong learning
skills.

Both projects will demonstrate and encourage thmeobstudents’ abilities to hypothesize,
their self-motivation and time-organization skiléd their ability to maintain focus upon an
important goal for an extended period of time.

It is recommended that for either program, theuiatial Senior will spend the equivalent of
a one-semester Academy course (90-100 hours) jagbractivities. This will include reading,
researching, training, practicing, rehearsing,dng, testing, etc. Students should be aware that
writing the thesis or the position paper may taftdigonal time. The written thesis or position pape
must be submitted prior to its deadline date.

When writing the position paper or the thesiss itdquired that the participating student use
a professionally accepted method to cite refereridethods may include APA, MLA, CSE/CBE, or
other. It is incumbent upon the student to selexthgle method, use that method exclusively, and at
the beginning of the reference page, inform thedeeas to the single method utilized throughout the
paper.

When writing the position paper or the thesis, catst be taken to ensure proper spelling,
subject/verb agreement, word usage, punctuatiorneisee structure, etc.

DIFFERENCES

1. Topic Selection:

ITP: The participating Senior may investigate any arfg@ersonal interest. The subject must be
approved by the Dean, and will be under the supenviof the Thesis Coordinator and the
assistance of a faculty mentor.

TTP: Since the TTP culminates in a debate-style forpeticipating seniors will be assigned a
committee-selected topic and defense position fmrdroversial subject. Once the topic has been
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selected, it is important to explore that topichmrbur team of peers in order to generate a nuiwiber
creative and convincing approaches.

2. Thesis and Position Paper requirements:

ITP: A 25 page thesis will be written in a scholaigliion with references properly and
professionally cited. The thesis must begin wittlearly defined Hypothesis. The body of the
student’s research and thesis must prove or dispgtwer hypothesis, and reach a logical conclusion.

TTP: A 10* page Position Paper will be written in dslarly fashion with references properly and
professionally cited. The position Paper must b&gth a clearly defined Statement of Intent. That
statement and the body of the paper must reflecstiident’s assigned debate status (affirmative or
negative), and the student’s conclusion.

*See above for additional requirements regardisgraor within the TTP who has sought and
received permission for transfer into the ITP.

3. Presentations:

ITP: Each participant will verbally present the resoltshe participant’s thesis to a Peer Review
and to a Faculty Defense Team during March/Aprthaf senior year. The Faculty Defense Team
comprises the Dean, the Thesis Coordinator, thdtfamentor and a minimum of two additional
faculty members.

TTP: All participants will verbally present their ptisn papers in April of the senior year to a Peer
Review and to a Faculty Panel. Presentation wilitbectured as a formal debate. The Faculty Panel
comprises the Dean, the Team Thesis Coordinatdraaninimum of three additional faculty
members.

HELPFUL STEPS TOWARD CREATING A SUCCESSFUL PROJECT

ITP participants: Choose your topic wisely andearl

0 Meet with the Dean to submit your formal projeatgwsal and application
TTP participants: Once you have been informed etdipic and your position on that topic:

0 Meet with your team panel to discuss team appr@ache

0 Honestly and openly discuss your team’s strengtlds a

0 weaknesses --- examine strategies to compensate.

0 Attempt to anticipate the opposing team’s approach.
Meet on a weekly basis with the thesis coordinatat regularly with the faculty mentor.
Make a personal commitment to spend 90 to 100 hmutke project.
When possible, connect with an expert in the fadlglour project.
Keep a current record of your research, processanctes. It will be of great help in
finalizing your thesis or position paper.
Present your project to an audience of fellow stigleAsk for their recommendations.
When finishing your thesis or position paper, dbnety wholly upon an electronic spell-
checker ----- Carefully proof-read!
Refine, refine, REFINE ! ------------emmemmm- Prace, practice, PRACTICE !
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Virtual Courses
Students will be assigned a specific class periothd the regular school day for all on-line
course. These courses may be used to satisfy theeoexperience required for graduation. Course
offerings may include, but are not limited to tloldwing selections.

Virtual Course Requirements
Minimum unweighted grade point average of 3.3 qrapal by Dean of Curriculum &
Instruction
Two faculty recommendations
One administrator recommendation
Approval from the Dean of Curriculum & Instruction
Specific prerequisites may be defined for eachugirtourse
Signed contract between school, student and parent

Successful Student Profile

Academically prepared students should have takeprrequisite courses. Because of the required
essay components within many courses, studentstodw/e a mastery of writing and analytical
skills. Students who have access to a Pentium R@uater or a Power Macintosh — both at home
and at school and are comfortable with technoldgns includes unlimited Internet time at home
that does not interfere with family use of the pélene line. Students who are determined to
succeed — successful students have strong motivatio commitment. They do not give up easily
when faced with difficult and challenging materigd$udents must be able to prioritize their
workload. Students must be committed to a worklalat?2 hours a week to meet the weekly
milestones
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High School Virtual Courses

Developing Pages for the Web (CSVW092)

Introduction to Technology (CSVT0O92)

English 1B (LAVEIB092)

English 2B (LAVE2B102)

American Literature 1A (LAVALA112)

English & Vocabulary: An Etymological
Approach A (LAVEVA112)

World Literature (LAVWL122)

Latin 1A (FLVL1A092)

French 1A (FLVF1A092)

Media and Dramatic Script Writing A
(THVSWA102)

American Government (SSVAG112)

American History 1B (SSVH1B092)

Economics (SSVME102)

Business Ethics (SSVBE122)

Geography (SSVG092)

Legal Issues (SSVLI112)

World Civilization 1B (SSVWB112)

Health Sciences B (SCVHB092)

Introduction to Forensic Science (SSVES112)

Oceanography B (SCVOB112)

Anatomy and Physiology B (SCAB122)

Environmental Science A (SCVEA112)

Fundamentals of Music Theory A
(MUVMTA102)
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Introduction to Microsoft Office (CSVIO102)

English 1A (LAVEIAQ92)

English 2A (LAVE2A102)

Advanced Composition (LAVAC092)

American Literature 1B (LAVALB112)

English & Vocabulary: An Etymological
Approach B (LAVEVB112)

Journalism (LAVJ1221)

Latin 1B (FLVL1B092)

French 1B (FLVF1B092)

Media and Dramatic Script Writing B
(THVSWB102)

American History 1A (SSVH1A092)

Civics (SSVC102)

Psychology (SSVP112)

Entrepreneurship (SSVEN122)

Global Issues (SSVGI102)

World Civilizations 1A (SSVWA112)

Health Sciences A (SCVHAQ092)

Human Space Exploration (SCVS102)

Oceanography A (SCVOA112)

Anatomy and Physiology A (SCAA122)

Astronomy (SCVT122)

Environmental Science B (SCVEB112)

Fundamentals of Music Theory B
(MUVMTB102)
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Advanced Placement Virtual Courses

AP Art History A (VAVAPA132)

AP Human Geography A (SSVAPGA132)

AP English Language and Composition A
(LAVAPGA132)

AP English Literature and Composition A

AP Art History B (VAVAPB132)

AP Human Geography B (ZSSVAPGB132)

AP English Language and Composition B
(LAVAPGB132)

AP English Literature and Composition B

(LAVAPTA132)

AP Statistics A (MTHVAPSTA132)

AP Government and Politics: Comparative A

(LAVAPTB132)

AP Statistics B (MTHVAPSTB132)

AP Government and Politics: Comparative B

(SSVAPGPA132)

AP World History A (SSVWHA132)

AP Macroeconomics (SSVAPAE132)

AP Spanish Language Part 1 (SPNVA132)

(SSVAPGPB13?2)

AP World History B (SSVWHB132)

AP Microeconomics (SSVAPIE132)

AP Spanish Language Part 2 (SPNVB132)

AP Psychology (SSVP132)

©June 2011

Page 78



4653 Bailey Bridge Road
Midland M| 48640

(989) 496-2404
Fax (989) 496-2466

www.midlandacademy.com




